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Dear Parents and Students:
As we enter another year of innovation and challenges in education, we are excited and look
forward to the era where the concept of STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and
Mathematics) is the central focus in our quest to best prepare our students for the challenges of
tomorrow. A major component of this initiative is our newly established partnership with Verizon
Innovative Learning, which will provide our middle school students with iPads, enhancing their
opportunity to engage in state of the art technology education. Mater Academy is a leader in
new trends in education while maintaining our foundation of rigorous course work, relevant
educational experiences, and meaningful relationships with all stake holders. I am proud to
share some of our most recent accomplishments:







National Blue Ribbon School
A Gold Medal School (US News and World Report and Newsweek Magazine)
Breakthrough School and Breaking Ranks School (National Association of Secondary
School Principals)
Inspiration Award School from College Board
One of America’s Most Challenging High Schools (The Washington Post)
Gold STEAM School Designation and FETC National STEAM Excellence Finalist

These achievements would not be possible without a comprehensive curriculum that contributes
to our mission of enabling students to become confident, self-directed, and responsible lifelong
learners. We, at Mater Academy, believe that it is important for parents to be a part of the
discussion in the selection of the most rigorous academic and extra-curricular curricula possible.
To meet each child’s educational goals, we invite parents to review the course offerings and
student progression presented in this curriculum bulletin to familiarize yourselves with the
school’s offerings. With this in mind, our student services personnel will guide the students
through the final stages of the registration process: the completion of the Grade Level Subject
Selection Sheet.
As the school’s principal, I am certain that through the unified efforts of the parents and the
faculty, Mater Academy will continue to excel in the 2018-2019 academic year.
Sincerely,

Jose E. Nuñez
Principal

January 31, 2018

Dear Students and Parents,
As a parent, I am fully aware that transitioning from grade to grade or navigating the
complexities of an educational system such as ours with its multitude of academic
programs and options can be challenging for both students and their parents. Fortunately,
in Miami-Dade County Public Schools, there are plenty of resources that can make this
transition and the preparation for success in high school, college and careers a lot
smoother.
One of these resources is the 2018-2019 Miami-Dade County Public Schools' Curriculum
Bulletin. This document provides students and their parents/guardians important
information about academic programs, college and career planning as well as the
requirements for progression from middle school to high school, for high school
graduation, and for postsecondary education.
I hope that all our students use this valuable resource, in addition to the assistance provided
by school administrators, teachers, and counselors, in order to plan an academic path that
leads to personal success during the secondary school years and beyond.
Sincerely,

Marie lzquierdo, Chief Academic Officer
Office of Academics and Transformation

MI:rd
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cc:

Lisette M. Alves

Miami Dade County Public Schools
Mater Academy Middle/High Schools
2018-2019 CURRICULUM BULLETIN
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Mater Academy Staff
To contact the following staff members, please call (305) 828-1886 and then dial the extension shown
below:
Administration
Principal
Jose “Tiger” Nuñez
(Extension 1224)
Assistant Principal
Trishia Castillo
(Extension 2323)

Assistant Principal
Maria Mitrani
(Extension 2349)

Assistant Principal
Beatriz Morris
(Extension 2374)

Assistant Principal
Kismet Ulloa
(Extension 1236)

Deans of Discipline
Carlos Garcia
(Extension 2545)

Eduardo Lamazares
(Extension 2347)

Student Services
Arlene Benigno-Lantz
(Extension 2327)

Adela Bradley
(Extension 2331)

Sabrina Garbezza
(Extension 2329)

Julio Leal
(Extension 2366)

Julio Perez
(Extension 1218)

Carmen Perez-Perez
Lead Counselor
(Extension 2325)

Silvina Macho
(CAP Advisor, Extension 1234)
Registrar
Lissette Murillo
(Extension 2313)
Activities Director
Mary Pino
(Extension 1242)
Athletics Director
Luis Sanchez
(Extension 1232)

Accreditation
Mater Academy is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) for the quality
of its educational program. The school earned its original accreditation in 2003. In 2006, as a result of
its ability to demonstrate high academic standards and student achievement, Mater Academy was
awarded SACS/CASI accreditation for 5 years, and was called by the visiting team “A Model for the
Nation.” Because of the school’s effort to strive for continuous improvement, the school earned its
reaccreditation in 2011. Also in 2011, Mater Academy Inc. achieved AdvancED, SACS/CASI district
accreditation, which ascertains accreditation for all Mater schools. As part of this effort, Mater Inc. has
established a plan of continuous improvement in an effort to achieve Annual Measurable Objective
(AMO) targets.

Mater Academy, Inc. Vision and Mission Statement
Mission
The Mission of the District is:






Meaningful achievement of
Academics facilitated by
Teachers, administrators, parents & the community
Enabling students to become confident, self-directed &
Responsible lifelong learners

Vision
The Vision of Mater Academy, Inc. is to provide students a viable educational choice by offering an
innovative, rigorous, and seamless college preparatory curriculum that gives Mater students a
competitive advantage, while creating confident self-directed and responsible life-long learners. To that
end, Mater Schools strive to:




Create a thirst for knowledge in all disciplines;
Kindle the art of thinking and serve as a springboard for lifelong learning; and
Deliver and enrich every student with a sense of purpose, a belief in their own efficacy, and a
commitment to the common good.

Mater Academy Mission and Vision Statements
Mission
The mission of Mater Academy is to develop the intellectual and social skill of its students by facilitating
a rigorous college preparatory curriculum and a wide range of educational resources within a safe
learning environment. Students are expected to perform at or above grade level availing success in high
school and within a global society.

Vision
In collaboration with its teachers, parents, community, and administration it is the vision of Mater
Academy to provide a meaningful and nurturing educational environment that promotes academic
achievement for its students.

School Recognition













































“A” school designation according to the State of Florida’s “A+ Plan”
2017 STEM Gold Designation School
2015 Florida TaxWatch Principal Leadership Award
2015 National Blue Ribbon School
2015 – 2018 National Demonstration School for the Springboard Program
2008-2018 Gold Medal School by U.S. News and World Report
2008-2014 Top of the Class List by Newsweek Magazine
2013-2015 Washington Post “American Most Challenging High Schools” list
2014, 2015, 2016 one of 25 schools “Doing the Most with the Least” according to the
Daily Best
School National Award (National Association of Secondary School Principals)
Breaking Ranks School (CRRR-NASSP)
Recognized as a “Gold Seal of Excellence School” by Florida’s Consortium of Public
Charter Schools
2011 Inspiration Award by College Board
PCG Florida Showcase School
437 students participating in the college dual enrollment program
124 students graduating simultaneously with both a high school diploma and an
associate’s degree from Miami-Dade College
Silver Knight Winners in Music, Math, Business, and Science
Silver Knight Honorable Mention in Business, Drama, English, Music, Literature,
Speech, General Scholarship, and Vocational Technical
Fairchild Challenge Silver Award for Mater’s conservation efforts
Ford Salute to Education Scholarship Winners
Gates Millennium Scholarship Recipients
1st time winner of the Dr. Jack Ramsey Scholarship from the Miami Heat
Posse Foundation Scholarship Winners
National Hispanic Merit Scholars
National Merit Finalists
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2018 “Orgullo de Nuestra Juventud” recipients for
Academic Excellence
2009, 2010 and 2012 District Champions in Volleyball
2008, 2018 State Champions in Track and Field
2011, 2017 District Champions in Wrestling
2013 – 2014 District Champions in Flag Football
2012 – 2013 and 2013 – 2014 District Champions in Boys Baseball
2013 – 2014 Region Champions in Boys Baseball
2015 – 2016 District Runner-Up in Girls Cross Country
2015 – 2016 District Runner-Up in Football
2017 District Champions in Football
2016, 2017 District Champions in Girls Basketball
2016, 2017 District Champions in Boys Basketball
11th grade student placed 9 out of 50 male swimmers in state
11th grade student District Champion and Region Champion in 200 IM & Breaststroke.
State Runner-Up Breaststroke, State Champion 200 IM
8th grade student District Champion and Regional Runner-Up in Cross Country
8th grade student awarded 22nd fastest girl in the State of Florida
2017 District Runner-Up in Girls Cross Country
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2017 Florida FBLA Chapter of the Year
2012, 2013, 2018 National FBLA Chapter of the Year

Academic Program
The curriculum of Mater Academy Charter Middle/ High School is designed to serve students of all ability
levels. Remedial students and students with special needs (e.g. LEP and ESE students) will have access
to supervised study time and tutoring after school (and possibly on Saturday as well) to accelerate their
progress. Students performing at grade level will have access to the full range of academic courses.
Students who wish to pursue an advanced academic program will be provided with honors, Advanced
Placement, and Dual Enrollment courses. All students at the school will be encouraged to maximize their
academic potential by selecting a major. Mater Academy’s course of study for all high school students
will include: four years of each of the core academic courses (language arts, mathematics, science, and
social studies); at least two years of a foreign language, the required courses in performing and practical
art, physical education, and additional electives to complete the 24 credits required to earn a standard
high school diploma.

Academic Progress
Students need to have a minimum Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.0 to graduate from high school in the
State of Florida and the minimum requirement for participation in sports and activities. Mater Academy,
as part of our Code of Excellence, will enforce stricter rules. Students who score a Level 1 or a Level 2
on the FSA in mathematics and/or reading will be placed on a district mandated Progress Monitoring
Plan (PMP). If a student receives a Level 1 or 2 in writing or science, their writing or science teachers
may recommend that the student be placed on a PMP.

Classroom Placement
One of the responsibilities we take most seriously is the proper class placement of each student. The
one word, which might best explain our approach, is “individualization.” This is both a formidable task
and a weighty responsibility. Each child is evaluated individually and in depth. We look at test scores,
we evaluate past performance, and we consider personality, development and state and district
requirements.
Classroom assignments are made by the school. We are not obligated to honor special requests.
Assignments are often tentative and are made for the benefit of the child. Please encourage your child
to read this bulletin before making decisions for next year’s classes.

Parent Contract (Revised February 2018)
Enrollment in Mater Academy signifies acceptance of our school’s parent contract and other policies;
copies of which follow:


Absences: In accordance with School and M-DCPS Daily Attendance Policies, students must be
physically present in school for a minimum of 2 hours in order to be counted as present for attendance
purposes each day. For each day a student is absent, Parents/guardians must submit supporting
documentation explaining the reason for the absence. Documentation submitted more than 3 days
(72 hours) after the student’s return to school will not be accepted, and the absence(s) will be deemed
unexcused. Students with excessive absences will be referred to the administration/Attendance
Review Committee. Referrals will be issued after reaching the school’s maximum allowance, and
may result in the student’s report card reflecting insufficient attendance for receiving a grade. Please
be advised: for students in grades 9-12, five (5) or more unexcused absences in a semester course
or ten (10) or more in an annual course, may result in the withholding of a student’s grade.



Arrival: Arrival time is from 7:00 am to 7:25 am.
Students must be in their seats at the
commencement of homeroom in the morning. Any student arriving after the commencement of
homeroom will receive a tardy pass. Students arriving or departing outside of the School’s designated
times may be enrolled in a before-care program, where available, including all applicable fees. Please
be advised: Mater Academy is not responsible for students who arrive more than thirty (30) minutes
prior to the start of school, except for those who are enrolled in and pay fees to the before-care
program.



Tardies: All tardies are unexcused. If students arrive after the commencement of school, please do
not send the student to class. Students arriving after the commencement of school must report
directly to the School’s designated office/area. Students with excessive tardies will be referred to the
administration/Attendance Review Committee.



Dismissal: Dismissal time is 2:30pm. Students departing outside of the School’s designated times
may be enrolled in an after-care program, where available, including all applicable fees. Please be
aware that all charges must be resolved in full by the last day of school. Please be advised that Mater
Academy is not responsible for students remaining on campus after the School’s dismissal times,
except for those who are enrolled in and pay fees to the after-care program. Traffic patterns for arrival
and dismissal (as described in the Parent Handbook) must be strictly followed. Violation of any policy
regarding health, safety, and welfare issues, including but not limited to, non-adherence to approved
traffic patterns, will be documented. Any such violations shall be considered serious infractions and
will not be tolerated.



Early Dismissal: For a student to be dismissed early, parents must report to the designated
office/area. Students who wish to be dismissed early (on a regular school day) are required to provide
documentation. Documentation submitted more than 72 hours after an early dismissal will not be
accepted, and the early dismissal will be deemed unexcused. Students with excessive unexcused
early dismissals will be referred to the administration/Attendance Review Committee. Students will
not be dismissed 30 minutes prior to dismissal time without previous written notice. There are NO
EXCEPTIONS!



Unauthorized Items Policy: Please note that students are not allowed to bring any toys, electronic
devices, pets, or animals to school. Cell phones may not be turned on inside of the School building
at any time. Cell phones may not be visible at any time during the School day, may not be displayed
during School, and must be left in the Students bag. The School will confiscate any unauthorized
items a student may bring to school. Confiscated items will only be returned to parents at which time
a parent/student conference may be required. The school may keep any such unauthorized items
until the end of the school year. Continued violations of this policy may result in further penalties,
and may subject the student to disciplinary action and/or referral to the School’s
administration/discipline review committee. While the School will take every measure to protect such
items, the School shall not be responsible for loss or damage to any unauthorized items which have
been confiscated. Any items not claimed by the last day of school shall be disposed of without further
liability to the School. (Please see attached Mater Academy’s Cell Phone Policy)



Uniform Policy: Official School uniforms must be worn every day. Students who arrive to school
without proper uniform may be referred to the administration and may not return to class until in
proper uniform. Students with repeated violations of this policy will be referred to the
administration/Discipline Review Committee. (Please see attached Mater Academy’s Uniform
Policy)



Volunteer Hours: The school encourages that all parents/guardians become active stakeholders in
their child’s educational success by completing 20 hours of service to the school prior to the last day
of school.



Academic Recovery: If the School identifies your student as requiring additional instruction and/or
remediation including but not limited to: mandatory tutoring, summer school, etc., attendance at and
successful completion of same shall be required. Alternative and/or make-up sessions may be
scheduled at the discretion of the administration.



Outstanding Fees: Failure to pay all outstanding fees may result in the loss and/or suspension of
extra-curricular activity privileges. Fees may include but shall not be limited to: lost books, late library
fees, lunch accounts, before/after care fees, and any and all fees which may accrue in the normal
course of the school year.



Internet and Media Use Policy: No recording, either photographic or audio/visual in nature may be
made on school property without the express authorization of the administration. No document or
media existing now or in the future and which impacts the School and/or disrupts the learning
environment, relating to the School, its staff or students, including but not limited to photographs,
letters, yearbooks, and other material may be published in any public forum or media without the
express authorization of the administration. Furthermore, the unauthorized use of the Mater
Academy name and/or any of its logos is expressly prohibited. For purposes of this section, the term
“public forum or media includes but shall not be limited to publicly accessible websites and web
forums, newspapers, print and other media sources.



Miami-Dade County Public Schools: Please note: all students enrolled in Mater Academy are
students of Miami-Dade County Public Schools, subject to applicable policies.

Cell Phone Policy
In addition to the school standard electronic devices policy, Mater Academy has the following policy
regarding cell phones.


Cell phone may not be turned on inside of the building at any time. Cell phones must be switched off,
and left in the students’ book bag. Turning the cell phone to “silent “or “vibrate “is not acceptable. Cell
phone may only be used outside of school buildings and only outside of school hours and ONLY after
school hours.



Any student who is found to be in violation of this policy will have their cell phone confiscated.
Cell phones will only be returned to the parents after 3:00 p.m. the following day. At this time a
parent/student conferences may be required. Repeat violations of this policy will result in further
sanctions. Any phones not claimed by the beginning of the following school year will be disposed of.



Any student found to be using any phone or device to take photographic images, record sound, or to
communicate with other students within the building without prior permission from the administration
will be subject to full administrative proceedings.



Mater Academy Charter Middle/High School is NOT responsible for lost or stolen cellular devices.

Internet & Media Use Policy
In addition to the Miami-Dade County’s Technology Acceptable Use Policy,
http://www.dadeschools.net/technology/acceptable_use_policy.htm the school requires the following of
its staff, students and parents:





No recording, photographic or audio/ visual in nature may be made on school property without the
express permission of the administration.
No document or media that exist or is produced in reference to the school, its staff or students
including photographs, letters, yearbooks and other material may be published where it is accessible
to the public without the express permission of the school’ administration
Additionally, no staff member, student or parent may use the Mater Academy name or any of
its logos for identification purposes in any public forum or media. The term “public forum or
media” also includes but is not limited to publicly accessible websites and web forums.
Any member of the school who is found to be in violation of this policy will also be found to be in
breach of contract with the school. Additionally, any criminal infractions will be reported to the
appropriate authorities and may lead to prosecution.

Uniform Policy (Revised July 2018)
The appearance of the members of the Mater Academy family is of paramount importance to us as we
believe that proper grooming is fundamental to good character development and success.
The following is the uniform policy that is endorsed by the school. Students are required to follow this
policy. Failure to do so will result in administrative action being taken against the student.
Please Note: Violation of the following uniform policy will lead to disciplinary action. Chronic offenders
may be subject to suspension and/or Saturday and evening school.
All Students:
1. All students are required to wear straight cut, full length khaki or green pants for middle school, and
khaki or navy blue for high school. These pants may NOT have cargo pockets, unusual tailoring
and/or labels, may NOT be jean style or manufactured from jean material, and must fit the student
properly. Pants that are too big or too tight are not acceptable and will be deemed in violation
of the uniform code. Pants must be worn at waist level. Loose (at the waist) or low pants
(below the waist) will not be tolerated.
2. Belts must be worn at all times; these belts must be plain, black or brown leather belts and fastened
securely at waist level.
3. Tops must be polo shirts bearing the Mater Academy logo and must be hunter green, white or khaki
for the middle school, and navy blue or white for the high school. Alternatively, a white button down
shirt, bearing the Mater Academy logo, may also be worn. No other shirt colors or styles are
permitted. Shirts must always be tucked-in and, thus, must be long enough to allow for
such. A plain white, long sleeved shirt may be worn underneath the school polo. Additionally,
school approved cardigans or sweaters may be worn. They must be hunter green for the middle
school students, and navy blue for the high school students. NO HOODED SWEATERS OF ANY
KIND ARE ALLOWED. Any student violating the above mentioned policy will have their
sweater/cardigan confiscated. Students may pick-up the confiscated item in the Main Office
after school the last Friday of every month. MATER ACADEMY IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR
LOST, STOLEN, or CONFICASTED SWEATERS.
4. Shoes must be solid black or brown. Brand design on the shoe must be minimal and it must be the
color of the shoes or white. Matching laces must be worn and fastened tightly at all times. No other

colors or stripes/logos may be on the shoes. All shoes must be closed front and back, therefore
NO sandals, “slides” or Croc-like sling-back shoes are allowed at any time on campus. NO CROCS
OF ANY KIND ARE ALLOWED.
5. No buttons, tags, or labels may be worn on the school uniform unless approved by the administration.
6. Jewelry is limited to one (1) watch, one (1) ring, and one (1) small chain. Chains must be worn inside
of shirts and are not to be visible except at the back of the neck. No nose piercings are allowed.
GAUGE type earrings may NOT be worn at any time.
Hair may NOT BE dyed with unnatural colors, worn unusually, or maintained in unacceptable
condition, and may not interfere with the educational process. Hair may be maintained with clips,
bobbles or soft hair bands only. Ribbons must be school colors.
“Mohawks”, “Frohawks”, or fade designs of any kind are NOT permitted. The administration
will send students home whose hair is unacceptable. All facial hair must be properly
groomed and neatly kept.
At the discretion of the Administration, students will be sent home whose hair is unacceptable.
7. Headgear (hats, scarves, bandanas, etc.) is forbidden on school property.
8. All uniforms must be clean and pressed. Good grooming of hair, skin, and fingernails is expected.
9. Student ID cards must be displayed at all times. These ID cards must be worn on Mater Academy
lanyards. ID cards are considered part of the uniform and therefore are to be worn throughout the
duration of the school day.
10. Inclement Weather Policy: If the temperature decreases below 60 degrees, appropriate winter attire
will be accepted at the discretion of the school’s administration. Upon entering the school building,
the uniform policy MUST be followed.
11. Designated Jean Days: Students who participate in the school designated jean days will be allowed
to wear BLUE colored jeans without rips or holes and with a school-approved shirt. NO other colored
jeans are allowed on these days (SEE JEAN DAY FLYER ON WEBSITE)
Boys Uniform
In addition to the above, boys may not:
- Wear earrings (real or clip-on) or have any other visible body piercing or tattoos
- Wear any additional jewelry or clothing except as specified above
- Wear any type of make-up or nail polish
Girls Uniform
In addition to the above, girls may not:
- Wear excessive make-up.
- Wear more than one (1) pair of earrings. Earrings must be plain stud type, or small hoops (total size
must be smaller than a dime).
- Have any visible body piercing or tattoos.
Important Note for SCIENCE CLASSES:
Many brands of hair styling products contain highly flammable chemicals, even when they are
dry. It is advised that these should not be worn. Additionally, it is recommended that students
purchase a plain apron for use in these classes during their time in school to protect their clothes from
damage during lab work. The school cannot be held responsible for damage to students’ person or
property if they do not follow the safety guidelines above and those advised in their classrooms.

Middle School Information
Required Courses for Middle School Students
The middle school curriculum is comprised of courses in core academic and electives providing
instruction based on the Florida Standards. These subject areas include language arts/ESOL,
mathematics, social science, science, and physical education, music, art, theatre arts, dance, foreign
language and career and technical education. Depending on individual students’ assessment results,
some students may be required to enroll in remediation courses for mathematics and reading, which
will take the place of electives.
In order to be promoted to senior high school, students must successfully complete the following
academic courses:

Courses/Subjects

Course Requirements

Additional Information

three middle grades or
higher level annual
courses



Mathematics

three middle grades or
higher level annual
courses

 Middle grades students enrolled in Algebra I Honors
must take the statewide standardized Algebra 1 End
of Course (EOC) assessment and earn a passing
grade in the course to earn high school Algebra I
credit. A middle grades student’s performance on the
Algebra 1 EOC assessment constitutes 30% of the
student’s final course grade.
 If a middle grades student does not earn a passing
score on the EOC assessment while in middle
grades, the student will have opportunities in high
school to retake the course and/or the assessment. In
order to earn a standard high school diploma,
students must earn a passing score on the Algebra 1
EOC assessment.
 To earn high school credit for a Geometry course, a
middle grades student enrolled in this course must
take the statewide standardized -Geometry EOC
assessment, which constitutes 30% of the student’s
final course grade, and earn a passing grade in the
course.

Science

three middle grades or
higher annual courses

 Beginning with 2012-2013 school year, to earn high
school credit for a Biology I course, a middle grades
student enrolled in this course must take the
statewide standardized Biology I EOC assessment,
which constitutes 30% of the student’s final course
grade, and earn a passing grade in the course.

English/Language Arts
(ELA)



The courses will emphasize instruction in
literature, composition, and technical text.
For English Language Learners, the required
course is MJ/Language Arts Through ESOL.

Courses/Subjects
Social Sciences

Course Requirements
three middle grades or
higher annual courses

Additional Information


Civics is one of the required courses. The Civics
course includes the roles and responsibilities of
federal, state, and local governments, the
structures and functions of the legislative,
executive, and judicial branches of government,
and the meaning and significance of historic
documents, such as the Articles of Confederation,
the Declaration of Independence, and the
Constitution of the United States. It is offered in 7th
grade. A student’s score on the statewide
standardized Civics EOC examination will
constitute 30% of the Civics final course grade.

Promotion and Placement in Middle School
A summary of required courses at the middle school is provided in the table below:

Grade

ELA Math

Social
Science
Sciences

Physical
Ed.

Electives Totals

6

1

1*

1

1

.5

1.5

6

7

1

1*

1

1

.5

1.5

6

8

1

1*

1

1

.5

1.5

6

 Students scoring at Levels 1 and Level 2 on the statewide, standardized assessment for ELA may
be enrolled in an intensive reading course in lieu of an elective course.
 Students scoring at Levels 1 and Level 2 on the statewide, standardized assessment for
Mathematics may be enrolled in an intensive mathematics course in lieu of an elective course.

 M/J Language Arts Through ESOL is a required course for all ELs. ELs scoring at Levels 1 and 2
on the most recent administration of the statewide, standardized ELA assessment are to be
enrolled in a second ESOL course, M/J Developmental Language Through ESOL course.
The progression of students from one grade to another throughout the middle grades is dependent on
passing the courses that a student is enrolled in. The following table provides a summary of the
promotion and placement requirements for middle grades students.

Summary of Promotion and Placement Requirements for Middle Grades
Students
END OF
GRADE

COURSES PASSED

STATUS

6

All Courses Passed

Promoted to Grade 7
Regular 7th grade student

4-5 Courses Passed
6

Must pass language arts* or mathematics
and at least 3 other courses

Promoted to Grade 7
Student placed in grade 7 and
scheduled to repeat courses not
passed, as appropriate.

6

Less than 4 Courses Passed in Grade 6

Retained in Grade 6

12 Cumulative Courses Passed
6 courses passed in grade 6
and
6 courses passed in grade 7

Promoted to Grade 8
Regular 8th grade student

7

8-12 Cumulative Courses Passed
4 courses passed in grade 6 including
language arts*, mathematics, science, and
social science.

Promoted to Grade 8
Student placed in grade 8 and
scheduled to repeat courses not
passed, as appropriate.

7

4-5 courses passed in grade 7 including 7th
grade language arts* or mathematics,
science or social sciences.

7

7-8 Cumulative Courses Passed

Retained in Grade 7

8

15-18 Cumulative Courses Passed
Must pass 3 courses each in language arts*,
mathematics, science, and social sciences

Promoted to Grade 9

8

14 or Fewer Cumulative Courses Passed

Retained in Grade 8

* M/J Language Arts Through ESOL as appropriate.

Earning Senior High School Credits in Grades 6, 7, and 8
Middle grades students in grades 6, 7, and 8 may enroll in selected senior high school courses to
pursue a more challenging program of study. These courses are included when computing grade point
averages (GPA) and rank in class. Up to six credits may be earned, with parental permission, in grades
6, 7, and/or 8, for courses taken, which may be applied toward the total credits needed for graduation,
college admission, or for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program requirements. The
recommended courses are listed in the table below. Credit may be earned in the courses provided that
all applicable End of Course assessment requirements are met. Students may also fulfill their online
requirement for graduation during middle school.
High School Courses for Middle School
Acceleration

Additional Information


Algebra 1 Honors



To earn credit, a student must earn a passing
grade in the course for which the EOC results
constitute 30% of the final grade.



Must meet science lab requirements



To earn credit, a student must earn a passing
grade in the course which the EOC results
constitute 30% of the final grade.
Must meet science lab requirements

Geometry Honors
Physical Science Honors

To earn credit, a student must earn a passing
grade in the course for which the EOC results
constitute 30% of the final grade.
Passing the Algebra 1 EOC is a graduation
requirement.

Biology 1 Honors

Any high school level
Foreign Language 1 & above

If a middle grades student wishes to enroll in more than six high school credits, then the request should
be made in accordance with the Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning (ACCEL)
Option. Information is available from school administrators or school counselors regarding ACCEL.
School counselors should advise students of the potential benefits and risks of taking multiple high
school level courses and monitor the high school courses taken at the middle school.
During the time students are enrolled in designated high school courses, they are considered
to be grade 9 students for those class periods. Students and their parents shall be informed that all
high school credit courses taken in the middle school will be included in their high school transcript.
Factors to be considered in taking high school courses while in middle school include the impact on
the students’ GPA and subsequent rank in class, the possible lack of recognition by the National
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) for senior high school courses taken in a grade below grade 9,
and the benefit of retaking a course in which skills have not been mastered. Courses taken will remain
a part of a student’s middle school record, as well as the student’s senior high school record.

High School Graduation Programs
High school graduation requirements for Miami-Dade County Public Schools are established by the
Florida Legislature, the Florida Board of Education, and The School Board of Miami-Dade County.
From one school year to the next, the requirements may be amended by any one of these three
entities and it is important that students and their parents are aware of any changes that may affect
them. Your school counselor has the information relative to the graduation requirements in force
when you entered ninth grade. Graduation requirements are outlined later in this document and in
the District’s Student Progression Plan, also updated annually after the legislative session.
Receipt of a standard high school diploma requires successful completion of 24 credits, an
International Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum, or an Advanced International Certificate of Education
(AICE) curriculum. The 24 credits include 16 core academic credits and eight elective credits. Core
requirements consist of four credits in English/Language Arts and four credits in mathematics; three
credits each of science and social science; one credit of fine and performing arts; and one credit of
physical education with the integration of health education. At least one course within the 24 credits
must be completed through online learning. A high school level online course taken in grades 6-8
fulfills this requirement. The required credits may be earned through equivalent, applied, or integrated
courses or career education courses as defined including work-related internships approved by the
State Board of Education and identified in the Course Code Directory.
In addition to earning the required 24 credits, a student must participate in and pass any statewide,
standardized assessments required for a standard high school diploma or earn identified concordant
scores or comparative scores, as applicable, for the cohort year in which they entered ninth grade.
An 18-credit Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning (ACCEL) accelerated high
school graduation option is also available. The 18 credit ACCEL option allows a student who meets
the following requirements to be awarded a standard high school diploma:






Three elective credits
Earn a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale
Physical education is not required
Online course is not required
All other graduation requirements for a 24-credit standard diploma must be met based on the
grade 9 cohort year.

A high school student who pursues the 24-credit high school graduation program may have the option
to participate in early graduation (graduating in fewer than eight semesters). A student who completes
a minimum of 24 credits, achieves a cumulative GPA of 2.0 of a 4.0 scale and earns a passing score
on the statewide assessments required for high school graduation may have this option. Once again,
your school counselor should always be consulted in planning for graduation.
The Florida Department of Education’s High School Graduation charts, found herein represent
the current Florida graduation requirements for each graduating cohort group.
Please note that these requirements may be revised, pending legislative changes during
the 2018 legislative session

Diploma Pathways
The Miami-Dade County School Board provides for the awarding of a standard diploma, a certificate
of completion, a Superintendent’s Diploma of Distinction, and 18 credit ACCEL option, an International
Baccalaureate diploma, or an Advanced International Certificate of Education.

Standard Diploma
The purpose of the standard diploma is to certify that the student has met all District and State
standards for graduation. A standard diploma will be awarded to graduates if the student has earned
the required 24 credits and attained a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale. Also,
students must pass the statewide standardized assessments or attain the concordant and/or
comparative examination scores, applicable to the cohort year when the student entered 9th grade. A
special education student will be awarded a standard diploma if all of the criteria for a standard diploma
have been met by that student.

Standard Diploma Designations
Students who meet District and State criteria for a standard high school diploma may also earn one or
both of the diploma designations, Scholar and/or Merit. The following designations are in addition to
the standard high school diploma program requirements:






Scholar Designation: Students entering grade 9 in the 2014-2015 school year and thereafter:

EOCs: Pass the Algebra 2, Geometry, Biology 1, and U.S. History EOCs.

Earn 1 credit each in the following courses: Algebra 2; statistics or an equally rigorous
mathematics course; chemistry or physics; a course equally rigorous to chemistry or
physics; 2 credits in the same world language, and at least 1 credit in AP, IB, AICE, or dual
enrollment.

A student is exempt from the Biology I or U.S. History assessment if the student is enrolled
in an AP, IB or AICE Biology I or U.S. History course and the student takes the respective
AP, IB or AICE assessment; and earns the minimum score to earn college credit.
Scholar Designation: Students entering grade 9 in the 2012-2013 and 2013-2014
school years:

EOCs: Pass the Biology 1 and the U.S. History EOCs.

Earn 1 credit each in the following courses: Algebra 2; statistics or an equally rigorous
mathematics course; chemistry or physics; a course equally rigorous to chemistry or
physics; 2 credits in the same world language, and at least 1 credit in AP, IB, AICE, or dual
enrollment.

A student is exempt from the Biology I or U.S. History assessment if the student is enrolled
in an AP, IB or AICE Biology I or U.S. History course and the student takes the respective AP,
IB or AICE assessment and earns the minimum score to earn college credit.
Merit Designation: Students entering grade 9 in the 2011-2012 school year and thereafter:

Meets the standard high school diploma requirements, and

Attain one or more industry certifications from the list established per Florida Statute Section
1003.492.

Students with Disabilities and Scholar and/or Merit Designations
A student with a disability is eligible for a Scholar and/or Merit diploma designation and the student
should have access to enroll in the required courses or programs. The Student’s IEP must include a
statement of intent to pursue a standard high school diploma and a Scholar and/or Merit designation,
as determined by the student’s parent or student at the age of maturity.

Superintendent’s Diploma of Distinction
This diploma will be awarded to students who meet the requirements of a standard diploma and
complete an academically rigorous course of study. The requirements include at least four Honors,
Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, Advanced International Certificate of Education,
dual enrollment, and/or International Studies courses; and completion of 75 hours of community
service, which includes identification of a social problem of interest, development of a plan for personal
involvement in addressing the problem and, through papers and other presentations, evaluate, and
reflect upon the experience. All students must earn a 3.5 GPA (weighted scale) by the end of the first
semester of the senior year with no final grade less than a "C."

International Baccalaureate Diploma
Students who achieve a minimum of 24 points from the three Standard Level and three Higher Level
Exams or two Standard Level and four Higher level exams, one from each of the six subject groups;
meet the core requirements for International Baccalaureate that include the Extended Essay, Theory
of Knowledge, and Creativity, Action, and Service; complete the community service requirement, and
meet high school graduation requirements, shall receive a standard diploma, and are eligible to
receive the International Baccalaureate diploma from the International Baccalaureate Organization.

Advanced International Certificate of Education Diploma
Students who achieve a minimum of seven credits in different subject groups of which there must be
at least one credit in Mathematics and Science, Languages, and in Arts and Humanities; and one of
the credits must include the satisfaction of the compulsory course: Global Perspectives and
Research; complete the community service requirement, and meet high school graduation
requirements, shall receive a standard diploma, and are eligible to receive an Advanced
International Certificate of Education (AICE) Diploma.

AP Capstone Diploma
Students who earn a 3 or above in Advanced Placement (AP) Seminar, and Advanced Placement
(AP) Research, and on four additional AP Examinations of their choosing shall receive an AP
Capstone Diploma.

For more information on the specific requirement of each of the diploma designations,
visit diplomapathways.dadeschools.net.

Florida Seal of Biliteracy Requirements
The Florida Seal of Biliteracy Program is established to recognize a high school graduate who has
attained a high level of competency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in one or more foreign
languages in addition to English by the award of a silver or gold seal on a standard high school
diploma.
Beginning with the 2016-2017 school year, The Florida Gold Seal of Biliteracy is awarded to a
student who has earned a standard high school diploma and who has satisfied one of the following
criteria for eligibility:



Has earned four (4) foreign language course credits in the same foreign language with a
cumulative 3.0 grade point average or higher on a 4.0 scale and level 4 or higher on the grade
10 English Language Arts (ELA) Florida Standards Assessment (FSA);



Has earned a score or performance level on any of the state approved examinations.
Information
on
the
specific
examinations
can
be
found
at
diplomapathways.dadeschools.net.

For languages which are not tested on the nationally recognized examinations, students may
demonstrate language proficiency through maintenance of a portfolio of language performance, at the
Advanced Low level or higher based on the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines of 2012 in the modes of
communication appropriate for that language.
Please Note:
Requirements for the criteria for the award of credit (Florida Board Rule 6A- 1.09951). A high
school student who did not enroll in, or complete, foreign language courses, shall be awarded four (4)
foreign language high school course credits, upon attaining at least the minimum score or performance
level on any of the state approved examinations under the Silver Seal designation. Information on the
specific examinations can be found at diplomapathways.dadeschools.net

Certificates
International Studies Certificate
Students who complete an International Studies (IS) curriculum and meet high school graduation
requirements, shall receive a standard diploma, and may be eligible for a Certificate from the designated
country of study.

AP Capstone Certificate
Student who achieve a 3 or above on the AP Seminar and AP Research courses and meet high
school graduation requirements, shall receive a standard diploma, and may be eligible for a AP
Capstone Certificate.

Certificate of Completion
A student who earns the required 24 credits, or the required 18 credits under Academically
Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning (ACCEL) option, as per Florida Statute Section
1002.3105., but fails to earn passing scores on the state-approved graduation test or achieve a 2.0
GPA shall be awarded a certificate of completion in a form prescribed by the State Board of
Education. However, a student who is otherwise entitled to a certificate of completion may elect to
remain in high school either as a full- time student or a part-time student for up to 1 additional
year and receive special instruction designed to remedy his or her identified deficiencies.

CPT-Eligible Certificate of Completion
Pursuant to Florida Statute Section 1003.433, , students who earn the 24 required credits and achieve
a GPA of 2.0 or higher, but do not pass the graduation test(s), are eligible to receive the College
Placement Test (CPT)-Eligible Certificate of Completion.

Diploma Options for Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities may declare intent to graduate from high school with either a standard high
school diploma by meeting the same graduation requirements as all students or obtain a certificate
of completion.
As of December 23, 2014, two new high school graduation options became available only to students
with disabilities, per Florida Administrative Code, 6A-1.09961:




Standard Diploma via Access Courses
Standard Diploma via Academic and Employment-based Course

Standard Diploma via Access Courses Cohorts 2014-2015 and Beyond:




Effective July 1, 2015, beginning with the 2014-2015 ninth grade cohorts, all students
with disabilities will work toward a standard diploma.
Students must demonstrate proficiency on Florida Standards Alternate Assessments (FSAA)
in English Language Arts and Access EOCs in Access Algebra I, Access Geometry, Access
Biology, and Access United States History.
For students who do not score proficiently in the FSAA and/or Access EOCs, a portfolio of
quantifiable evidence of achievement is required for the IEP Team to review for waiver
consideration with parental consent.

A student with a disability who meets the standard high school diploma requirements in this section
may defer the receipt of a standard high school diploma if the student:




Has an individual education plan that prescribes special education, transition planning,
transition services, or related services through age 21; and
Is enrolled in accelerated college credit instruction pursuant to Florida Statute Section 1007.27,
industry certification courses that lead to college credit, a collegiate high school program,
courses necessary to satisfy the Scholar designation requirements, or a structured workstudy, internship, or pre- apprenticeship program.

A student with a disability who receives a certificate of completion and has an individual education
plan that prescribes special education, transition planning, transition services, or related services
through 21 years of age may continue to receive the specified instruction and services.
Any waiver of the statewide, standardized assessment requirements by the individual education
plan team, pursuant to Florida Statute Section 1008.22(3)(c), must be approved by the parent and
is subject to verification for appropriateness by an independent reviewer selected by the parent as
provided for in Florida Statute Section 1003.572.

Provisions for Acceleration
Students may utilize the acceleration options listed below to pursue a more challenging program of
study or to accelerate entry into postsecondary institutions or vocations of their choice.

Advanced Placement (AP)
AP is an acceleration mechanism administered by the College Board providing for college level
instruction in high school. Postsecondary credit for an AP course may be awarded to students
who earn a minimum of a 3 on a 5 point scale on the corresponding AP exam.

Career and Technical Education
Any career education course authorized for grades 13 or higher may be taken for credit by students in
grades 9 - 12, based on the career objectives of the students. M-DCPS adheres to a policy of
nondiscrimination in requirements for admission to and graduation from programs offered at
postsecondary area technical colleges operated by the district. The district will provide on a case-bycase basis, waivers, accommodations, and reasonable substitutions in meeting the admission and
graduation requirements for students with disabilities at postsecondary area technical centers.

Career Pathway
Career Pathway is a senior high school transition initiative that allows students to complete a sequential
program of study which leads to a post-secondary career. Career Pathway students typically select
general programs of study; show interest in career technical fields; earn an industry certification, earn
articulated post-secondary credits at select institutions; transition on to a two-year certificate program; or
pursue an associate or baccalaureate degree. Students should check with their school counselors for
information and approval of Career Pathway courses.

Credit Acceleration Program (CAP)
Per Florida Statute Section 1003.4295(3), the CAP is created for the purpose of allowing a student to
earn high school credit in courses required for high school graduation through passage of an end-ofcourse assessment, an Advanced Placement (AP) Examination, or a College Level Examination
Program (CLEP). A student who is not enrolled in the course, or who has not completed the
course, but attains a passing score on the corresponding EOC assessment, AP examination, or
CLEP will be awarded credit. The student’s passing scores on the EOC may be “banked” for the
accumulation of high school credit. The school district shall permit a student who is not enrolled in the
course, or who has not completed the course, to take the assessment during the regular administration
of the assessment.

Credit by Examination
Credit by examination is a method by which post-secondary credit is earned based on the receipt of a
specified minimum score on a nationally standardized general or subject area examination. These
credits are not accepted by the NCAAA for athletic eligibility.

Dual Enrollment
Dual enrollment is an articulated acceleration mechanism open to eligible secondary students (grades
6-12) in Florida public schools. To enroll in dual enrollment academic courses, students must

demonstrate a readiness to successfully complete college-level course work and have attained a
qualifying grade point average. In order to determine the high school equivalency and the high school
credit awarded for postsecondary courses completed through dual enrollment, please refer to the most
current Dual Enrollment Course – High School Subject Area Equivalency. The district must weigh
college-level dual enrollment courses the same as Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate,
and Advanced International Certification of Education courses when grade point averages are
calculated. The list of currently active and authorized courses for dual enrollment is printed in
Curriculum Bulletin-l, which is published annually. All secondary schools must follow the Dual
Enrollment master scheduling protocols established by the Office of Information Technology Services
(ITS) Systems Programming in order to ensure the capturing of Dual Enrollment data for students
participating in both on school campus and off school campus dual enrollment courses.

Early Admission
Early admission is a form of dual enrollment through which eligible grade 12 students may enroll in a
college or university on a full-time basis in courses that are creditable toward a high school diploma and
the associate or baccalaureate degree. To be considered full- time dual enrollment, early admission
student, a student must meet the GPA and college entrance exam criteria and enroll in a minimum of 12
college credit hours, but may not enroll in more than 15 college credit hours per semester.

Early High School Graduation
Students may qualify for early graduation, fewer than eight semesters, if they meet specific requirements
that include completing a minimum of 24 credits, achieving a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 on a
4.0 scale, and earning passing scores on all applicable state assessments meeting the graduation
requirements set forth in Florida Statute § 1003.4282. Schools shall notify parents of students who are
eligible to graduate early. A student who graduates early may continue to participate in school activities
and social events and attend and participate in graduation events with the student’s graduating class, as
if the student were still enrolled in high school. A student who graduates early will be included in class
ranking, honors, and award determinations for the student’s graduating class. A student who graduates
early must comply with district school board rules and policies regarding access to the school facilities
and grounds during normal operating hours.
If eligible for a Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program award under Florida Statutes
§ 1009.538, a student who graduates from high school midyear may receive an initial award in the spring
term following the student’s graduation.

Admission to a Florida State University
Admission into Florida’s public universities is competitive. Prospective students should
complete a rigorous curriculum in high school and apply to more than one university to
increase their chance for acceptance. Acceptance is determined by enrollment limitations and
qualifications. To qualify to enter one of Florida’s public universities, a first-time-in- college
student must meet the following minimum requirements:







High school graduation with a standard diploma
Admission test scores
GPA Requirements
16 credits of college preparatory academic courses that include:
 4 English (at least 3 with substantial writing)
 4 Mathematics (Algebra I and higher level courses)
 3 Natural Science (at least 2 with substantial lab components)
 3 Social Science
 2 World Language - sequential, in the same language
2 approved electives

Additional information is available at the State University System of Florida.
Florida College System: Florida’s College System includes 28 state colleges that have a
general open-door admissions policy for students who have a high school diploma or GED®.
These institutions offer career-related certificates and two-year associate degrees that prepare
students to transfer to a bachelor’s degree program or to enter jobs requiring specific skills.
Many also offer baccalaureate degrees in high-demand fields. Each college has a different
process for admissions. Additional information is available at The Florida College System
Florida also offers 47 accredited career and technical centers throughout the state, which
provide the education and certification necessary to work in a particular career or technical
field. Programs are flexible for students and provide industry-specific education and training
for a wide variety of occupations. Additional information is available at FDOE- Educational
Contacts.

Talented Twenty
The Talented Twenty program is part of the Governor’s Equity in Education Plan. The purpose is to
guarantee admission to students who succeed in their respective K-12 public schools, and to encourage
students to strive for better grades and pursue rigorous academic courses. Students eligible for the
Talented Twenty program are guaranteed admission, within space and fiscal limitations, to one of the
twelve state universities. These students are considered a priority for the awarding of funds from the
Florida Student Assistance Grant (FSAG), a need-based grant. Talented Twenty students must meet
FSAG eligibility requirements in order to be eligible for priority funding. Please note that while eligible
students are guaranteed admission at one of the state universities, they are not guaranteed admission
to the university of their choice.
In order to qualify for the Talented Twenty Program, one must:






Be enrolled in a Florida public high school and graduate with a standard diploma.
Be ranked in the top 20% of the class after the posting of seventh semester grades
Submit test scores (SAT or ACT) prior to enrollment in the State University System.
Complete all eighteen core course requirements for state university admission as specified
in BOG Regulation 6.002(6)©. FAC.

Additional information about the Talented Twenty Program is available through the State’s Talented 20
website at: http://www.fldoe.org/schools/family-community/activitiesprograms/talented-twentyprogram/index.stml

Application for State Universities
High school counselors and College Assistance Program advisors are prepared to assist students with
the application process for state university admissions. To be considered for the FSAG program, students
must file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) in time to meet the application deadline
established by the institution they plan to attend. The FAFSA is available online at www.fafsa.ed.gov and
uses parent and student income information in a formula developed by the United States Congress to
calculate the financial contribution families are expected to make toward a student's post- secondary
education.

Student Profile Assessment
The majority of students are admitted on the basis of their past academic achievement and admissions
test scores in relation to the minimum requirements. Universities are allowed flexibility to admit a limited
number of students as exceptions to the minimum requirements provided that the university determines
that the student has potential to be successful in college. Applicants who do not meet minimum
requirements may be eligible for admission through a student profile assessment which considers factors
such as: family educational background, socioeconomic status, special talents, or the high school or
geographic location of the applicant. Any important attributes of special talents should be reported with
the application. The factors will not include preferences on the basis of race, national origin, or gender.

Florida’s Bright Futures Scholarship Program
The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program establishes three lottery-funded scholarships to
reward Florida high school graduates for high academic achievement and enroll in eligible Florida public
or private postsecondary institutions. All initial applicants must meet the general requirements for
participation in this program and specific requirements for the individual award. To be eligible for an
initial award from any of the three types of scholarships, a student must:









Apply online and complete the Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA) during their last year in
high school (after December 1 and prior to graduation).
Be a Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen, as determined by the student’s
postsecondary institution verification of Florida residency and U.S. citizenship status.
Earn a standard Florida standard high school diploma or its equivalent.
Be accepted by and enrolled in an eligible Florida public or independent postsecondary
education institution.
Be enrolled for at least six non-remedial semester credit hours or the equivalent.
Not have been found guilty of, nor pled no contest to, a felony charge.
Begin receiving funding for the award within two years of high school graduation. If enlisting
directly into the military after graduation, the two-year period begins upon the date of
separation from active duty.

Additional information regarding Florida’s Bright Futures Scholarship Program is available
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf/

at:

Please note that revisions to the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program are subject to
change as a result of legislative action.

Career Planning/College Entrance Examinations
In completing their postsecondary education plans, students may find it advisable to complete one or
more of the standardized tests listed below which are used for college admissions, career planning,
placement in college courses, concordant scores for graduation test requirements, and/or eligibility for
scholarships. Recommended grade levels during which tests should be taken are shown in parenthesis
( ).
1. ACT: American College Testing Program (11, 12)
2. ASVAB: Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (11, 12)
3. PLAN : Preliminary ACT (10)
4. PSAT/NMSQT: Preliminary SAT (10 and optional for grades 9 and 11)
5. SAT I: Reasoning Test – formerly the Scholastic Assessment Test (11, 12)
6. SAT II: Subject Tests – formerly the Scholastic Assessment Test (11, 12)
7. PERT: Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (10-12)
Students should see their school counselor for further information about the tests that would be most
appropriate for meeting their needs. Some tests require the completion and mailing of a registration form
several weeks in advance of the test date, and required documentation if special accommodations are
needed to participate (for example, students with IEPs or 504 Plans). This information is available in the
student services office.

The Career Technical Education/College Connection
Students completing specific Career Technical Education (CTE) programs have the
opportunity to earn an industry certification credential and FREE college credits towards their
Associate Degree, through a statewide or local agreement with colleges.
http://dcte.dadeschools.net/articulationagreements.html . The following options explain how
students may maximize their high school CTE programs of study.

Articulation Agreements – Postsecondary Credit for CTE Courses
Students enrolled in CTE programs of study in high school earn credits towards the completion of
their Career Technical Certificates at area technical colleges (Miami Lakes Educational Center and
Technical College, Robert Morgan Educational Center and Technical College, Lindsey Hopkins
Technical College, D.A. Dorsey Technical College, George T. Baker Aviation Technical College, South
Dade Technical College and the English Center). Students completing CTE programs of study may
also earn credits toward an Associate of Science degree at Miami Dade College. Specifically negotiated
agreements between the college and M-DCPS award students’ FREE college credits for CTE programs
of study successfully completed in high school.

Career Pathways
The M-DCPS Career Pathways initiative was designed to ensure a seamless transition to two-and-four
year postsecondary institutions as well as to M-DCPS technical colleges. Articulation agreements are
created to afford opportunities for students to earn FREE college credit and industry certifications.
Career Pathway students typically select general programs of study, show interest in career technical
fields, transition on to a two-year certificate program, or pursue an associate or baccalaureate
degree. The Career Pathway program of study provides students with skills and knowledge through
a variety of curriculum choices and college credits. After graduation from high school, students can
continue their career-focused education at local colleges or other post-secondary institutions and earn
an associate degree or a two-year certificate. Post-secondary credits are granted through articulation
agreements, which may contain a dual-enrollment component.

For additional information, students should contact their school counselor or visit the Department
of Career and Technical Education website at http://dcte.dadeschools.net.

Concordant and Comparative Scores for the Statewide, Standardized Graduation
Assessments
All grade 10 students must take the Grade 10 Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) English Language
Arts (ELA) and students enrolled in Algebra 1 must take the Florida End of Course assessment in Algebra
1. As noted in the chart below, for some school years the Algebra 1 EOC results constitute 30% of the
student’s final course grade. However, if a student who does not receive a passing score on either
assessment he/she may apply a concordant/comparative score achieved on a designated college
readiness assessment to meet the high school graduation test requirements. New concordant scores
may be set by the FDOE for the required graduation tests when the required studies have been
completed, per Florida Statutes.
Concordant scores required to meet graduation test requirements for the Grade 10 FCAT
2.0 Reading or FSA ELA assessments, for students who entered grade 9 in 2010-2011 and beyond are:
ACT Reading 19 or SAT 430 (or SAT Reading Subtest 24).
The comparative score required to meet graduation test requirements for the Florida EOC in Algebra 1,
for students who entered grade 9 in 2011-2012 and beyond is the PERT score of 97.
The table below provides the applicable concordant and comparative scores..
Concordant and Comparative Scores for High School Graduation Tests
Cohort Year (Incoming 9th Graders)

Graduation
Test

Reading/ELA
Concordant
Scores

Algebra 1

Comparative
Scores

2012-2013

2013-2014

2014-2015

2015-2016

2016-2017

2017-2018

FCAT
Reading 2.0
Level 3 or 245

FSA ELA
Linked Score
349

FSA ELA
Level 3

FSA ELA
Level 3

FSA ELA
Level 3

FSA ELA
Level 3

ACT: 19
SAT: 430

ACT: 19
SAT: 430

ACT: 19
SAT: 430

ACT: 19
SAT: 430

ACT: 19
SAT: 430

ACT: 19
SAT: 430

SAT
Reading: 24

SAT
Reading: 24

SAT
Reading: 24

SAT
Reading: 24

SAT
Reading: 24

FSA
Algebra 1
Linked
Score 489
(No 30%)

FSA
Algebra 1
Level 3 and
(30%)

FSA
Algebra 1
Level 3
and (30%)

FSA
Algebra 1
Level 3 and
(30%)

NGSSS
Algebra 1
(Pass=Level
3 or 399)

NGSSS
Algebra 1
(Pass=Level
3 or 399
and 30%)
FSA
Algebra 1
(APS 489)

PERT: 97
PERT: 97
PERT: 97
PERT: 97
PERT: 97
PERT: 97
th
Information for the 2018-2019 Cohort Year (Incoming 9 Graders) will be pending
release of this information from the Florida Department of Education.

Grading Student Performance
By School Board Policy 5410, academic grades are to reflect the student's academic progress based on
the standards/benchmarks for the grade level course in which the student is enrolled. The grade
academic grades must not be based on the student’s effort or conduct. The grade must provide for both
students and parents a clear indication of each student's academic performance as compared with
norms which would be appropriate for the grade or subject. Letter grades shall be used to measure
student success in grade 6 through grade 12 courses with each letter grade corresponding to a specific
percentile from zero to one hundred percent. The academic grades of “A,” “B,” “C,” “D,” “F,” or “I” are not
related to the student's effort, conduct, attendance or tardiness. The letter grade of “I” will be reserved
for middle and senior high school use only. Grades in all subjects are to be based on the student's
degree of mastery of the instructional objectives and competencies for the subject based on grade level
standards. The determination of the specific grade a student receives must be based on the teacher's
best judgment, after careful consideration of all aspects of each student's performance during a grading
period.
In authorized semester courses, the student's final grade will be determined as follows: 50% value for
each of two nine-week grading periods. A teacher may administer an assessment at the end of each
nine-week grading period. The value of the assessment may not exceed 10% of the grade for each
nine-week grading period; there is a provision for teacher override.
In authorized annual courses, the student's final grade will be determined as follows: 25% value for each
of four nine-week grading periods. A teacher may administer an assessment at the end of each nineweek grading period. The value of the assessment may not exceed 5% of the grade for each nine-week
grading period, with a provision for teacher override. In order to pass an annual course in grades 9-12, a
student must earn a minimum of 10 grade points, of which a minimum of five must be earned in the
second semester. Teacher override (either up or down) can be used.
For senior high school students, the forgiveness policy for required courses is limited to replacing a
grade of D or F with a grade of C or higher earned subsequently in the same or comparable course. The
forgiveness policy for elective courses is limited to replacing a grade of D or F with a grade of C or
higher earned subsequently in another course. In either situation, when a student attempts forgiveness
for a grade, only the new grade will be used to compute the student’s GPA. Any course not replaced
according to this policy will be included in the calculation of the cumulative grade point average required
for graduation.
The only exception to the forgiveness policy stated above applies to middle school students who take
any high school course. In this case, forgiveness can be applied to courses with a final grade of C, D, or
F. In such case, the forgiveness policy must allow the replacement of the grade with a grade of “C” or
higher, earned subsequently in the same course or comparable course.
In both authorized semester courses and authorized annual courses, the criteria for grading
certain students with disabilities may be modified by the Individual Educational Plan (IEP) team.

The following are the academic grades used:

Grade
A
B
C
D
F
I

Numerical Value (%)
Verbal Interpretation
Grade Point Value
90 - 100
Outstanding progress
4
80 - 89
Above average progress
3
70 - 79
Average progress
2
60 -69
Lowest acceptable progress
1
0 - 59
Failure
0
0
Incomplete (secondary only)
0

Grade Point Average
Grade point averages (GPA) may be used for any of the reasons listed below:







high school graduation;
rank in class;
eligibility to participate in interscholastic extracurricular activities;
academic Recognition Program;
placement on the honor roll and/or membership in honor societies; and
college admissions and scholarship competitions.

The grade and bonus point values shown in the chart below are used in determining unweighted
(without bonus points) and weighted (with bonus points) GPA's.

Letter
Grades

A
B
C
D
F

Grade
Points

4
3
2
1
0

BONUS POINTS
Honors/
Pre-AICE/
Pre-IB

Advanced
Placement

1
1
1
0
0

2
2
1
0
0

International
Baccalaureate/Advanced
International Certificate of
Education
2
2
1
0
0

NOTE: Dual enrollment courses are awarded the equivalent of Advanced Placement, International
Baccalaureate or Advanced International Certificate of Education bonus points as required by State
statute.
The grade point average used for determining the final rank in class for students includes grades from
all courses in which credits have been earned for high school graduation and the first semester of the
students' final year. Bonus points are applied to grades earned in individual courses prior to the
calculation of the weighted GPA.
Students selecting one of the three-year accelerated programs are included in the overall class
ranking for their graduation year based on the relative ranking of his/her cumulative GPA. These
students are also eligible for consideration for the academic recognition program and the Talented
Twenty program.

Academic Recognition Program
Cum Laude: the upper 15% of the graduating class, excluding the Summa and Magna Cum Laude
students, using a weighted GPA, or students who have a 4.0 GPA or higher
Magna Cum Laude: the upper 10% of the graduating class, excluding the Summa Cum Laude students,
using a weighted GPA
Summa Cum Laude: the upper 5% of the graduating class using a weighted GPA
The school counselor can assist students and parents in determining the processes for computing the
GPA's used for the various purposes listed above.

Student Rights and Responsibilities Regarding Grades*
Philosophical Basis:
Grades are an indicator of the student's knowledge or skill at any particular time. Grades are
not necessarily an accurate gauge as to whether learning has taken place. However, since
much emphasis is placed upon grades, a student's academic grade should reflect the
teacher's most objective assessment of the student's academic achievement. Academic
grades should not be used as a threat in order to maintain classroom decorum.
RIGHTS

RESPONSIBILITY

Students have the right to be informed of the Students have the responsibility to ask
teacher’s grading criteria, which is teachers in advance of a graded
consistent with district guidelines, at the assignment, for an explanation of any
beginning of each grading period.
grading criteria or practice they may
question or that needs clarification.

Students have the right to receive an Students have the responsibility to maintain
academic grade that reflects their reasonable
standards
of
academic
achievement.
performance
commensurate with their
ability.

Students have the right to be notified
when they are performing unsatisfactorily.

Students have the responsibility for making
every effort to improve their performance
upon receipt or notification of unsatisfactory
performance.

Students have the right to receive a Students have the responsibility to conduct
conduct and effort grade in each class themselves in each class in ways that are
consistent with their overall behavior and conducive to the learning process.
effort.
Students have the right to achieve
academic success based upon their own
initiative and ability without interference
from others.

Students have the responsibility to earn
grades based upon their performance
while guarding against cheating by other
students.

*Excerpt from the Code of Student Conduct (Secondary) can be found in School Board Policy 5500

Attendance Policy*
Parents and students are responsible for attendance which shall be required of all students during
the days and hours that school is in session. Students are expected to:





be present at school each and every day;
attend class as scheduled;
arrive at school and each class on time; and
demonstrate appropriate behavior and a readiness to learn.

A. Attendance Defined
1. School Attendance - Students are to be counted in attendance only if they are actually present
for at least two (2) hours or engaged in a school-approved educational activity which
constitutes a part of the instructional program for the student.
2. Class Attendance - Students are to be counted in attendance if they are physically present
in class for at least half of the class period, have been excused by the teacher on a classrelated assignment, or have been requested by a member of the school support staff for an
approved school activity.
3. Tardiness – A student is considered tardy if he/she is not present at the moment the school
bell rings for the class assigned. Note: If a student is not present when attendance is taken
but is present later in the school day, that student must be considered in attendance,

but tardy, and the absence should be changed. A student who is tardy should never remain
on record as being absent.
4. Early Sign-outs - No student shall be released within the final 30 minutes of the school day unless
authorized by the school principal or principal’s designee, e.g., emergency, sickness.
B. Reasonable Excuses for Time Missed at School
1. Personal illness of the student (medical evidence may be required by the principal for absences
exceeding 5 consecutive days). The written statement must include all the days the student
has been absent from school. If a student is continually ill and repeatedly absent from school
due to a specific medical condition, he/she must be under the supervision of a health care
provider in order to receive excused absences from school.
2. Court appearance of the student, subpoena by law enforcement agency, or mandatory court
appearance.
3. Absence due to a medical appointment requires a written statement from a health care provider
indicating the date and time of the appointment and submitted to the principal.
4. An approved school activity (absences recorded, but not reported).
5. Other absences with prior approval of the principal.
6. Attendance at a center under the Department of Children and Families supervision.
7. Significant community events with prior permission of the principal. When more than one
(1) school is involved; the Region Superintendent will determine the status of the absence.
8. Observance of a religious holiday or service when it is mandated for all members of a faith that
such a holiday or service be observed.
9. Military Connected Students – M-DCPS is committed to assist students from military families
and will continue to facilitate the development and implementation of policies that directly
impact children of military personnel. In an effort to ease the burden of our students who have
parents that may be deployed or on “Block Leave,” schools will allow up to a total of 5 days of

excused absences each academic year to allow families time together.
10. Death in the immediate family.
11. School sponsored event or educational enrichment activity that is not a school-sponsored
event, as determined by the principal. The student must obtain advance written permission
from the principal. Examples of special events include: public functions, conferences, and
regional, state, and national competitions.
12. Outdoor suspension.
13. Other individual student absences beyond the control of the parent or student, as determined
and approved by the principal. The principal shall require documentation related to the situation.
C. Unexcused School Absence Due To:
1.
2.
3.
4.

vacations, personal services, local non-school event, program, or sporting activity;
older students providing day care services for siblings;
illness of others; and
non-compliance of immunization requirements unless lawfully exempted.

Absences not included in the excused absences listed above shall be considered unexcused. Any
student who has been absent from school will be marked unexcused absent until he/she submits the
required documentation. Failure to provide the required documentation within three school days upon
the return to school will result in an unexcused absence. Unexcused absences do not require that
the teacher provide make-up work for the student.
A student accumulating ten (10) or more class unexcused absences in an annual course or five (5) or
more class unexcused absences in a designated semester course may have quarterly, semester, and
final grade(s) withheld pending an administrative screening and completion of assigned interventions
by the Attendance Review Committee.
Unexcused absences shall not be grounds for suspension from school, but may result in detention or
placement in existing alternative programs.
Any student who fails to attend a regularly scheduled class and has a “no excuse” for the absence
should be referred to the appropriate administrator. Disciplinary action should include notification to
parents. Chronic truancy or deliberate nonattendance in excess of fifteen (15) days school days within
a ninety day (90) calendar period will be sufficient grounds for withdrawal of students sixteen (16)
years of age or older, who are subject to compulsory school attendance under Florida Statute Section
1003.21.
The teacher will:
1. encourage school and class attendance with challenging and rigorous instruction and
curriculum and by demonstrating an interest in the welfare of students;
2. take attendance during homeroom and whenever students change instructors in elementary
schools and take attendance each period of the school day in secondary schools, and report
absences as required by the school;
3. at the request of the student or parent, provide make-up assignments for excused
absences/tardinesses.
The student will:
1. attend school/classes 180 days each school year;
2. be reported as present for the school day in order to participate in athletic and
extracurricular activities;
3. request the make-up assignments for all excused absences/tardies from his/her teachers

upon his/her return to school or class within three (3) days. It should be noted that all
classwork, due to the nature of the instruction, is not readily subject to make-up work; and
4. complete the make-up assignments for classes missed within the equivalent number of days
absent. Failure to make up all assignments will result in the lower assessment of the
student’s academic and/or effort grade.
The parent will:
1. be responsible for his/her child’s school attendance as required by law and stress the
importance of regular and punctual school attendance with his/her child;
2. report and explain an absence or tardiness to the school;
3. ensure that his/her child has requested and completes make-up assignments for all excused
absences/tardies from the child’s teachers upon his/her return to school or class; and
4. appear before the Attendance Review Committee at the scheduled time to provide
information relating to his/her child’s absences, and support the prescribed activities
designated.
*This information can be found in School Board Policy 5200- Attendance

Homework Policy*
Homework is an essential component of the learning process for students with the assignment
of meaningful learning activities. While homework should provide opportunities for students to
reinforce what is taught in the classroom, the assignments should be based on learning outcomes
that build students’ conceptual understanding, develop thinking skills, and focus on the
application of knowledge. Homework assignments should engage students in purposeful,
relevant learning that meets their academic needs, with assignments emphasizing quality and
depth over length and repetition. Homework is not to be assigned as punishment.
As students mature and progress through school, homework should reflect grade, age, and
learner-appropriate levels with assignments that are aligned to the standards for learning in the
particular subject area or course. Homework assignments for exceptional students should
accommodate the special needs of such students.
In general, homework assignments should be completed for the following day but teachers may
opt to set due dates over more days. Long-range assignments and/or project-based learning
assignments should provide students with an opportunity to develop and refine research and
independent study skills, embedding the use of technology, as applicable. Teachers should
review evidence of progress periodically before the student submits a long-range assignment.
Teachers shall:
 teach independent study skills that are appropriate to the students’ age, ability and grade
level;
 make specific assignments that are aligned to the standards and expectations for the
grade/course and the academic needs of students;
 check, review, evaluate, and/or grade student homework, according to the teacher’s
individual; methods, and in keeping with a system that is clearly explained to the students
and parents;
 give feedback on homework assignments in a timely manner;
 make instructions related to homework clear and provide, when necessary, a short period of
supervised study or a period of questioning to ensure that the students understand the
assignment.
Students shall:






complete assigned homework as directed;
return homework to the teacher by the designated time;
submit homework assignments which reflect careful attention to detail and quality of work;
and
devote thirty (30) minutes or more to reading each day in addition to any other
assigned homework

Parents shall:
 encourage and support the child in the performance of homework assigned,
ensuring that the child has an adequate environment that is conducive to studying
and completing homework;
 indicate an interest about assignments and assist if possible when requested by the child,
but not to include performing the work for the child;
 support the school in the students' assigned homework and communicate with the school if
a student's homework assignments appear excessive, too difficult, or not sufficiently
challenging;
 request assignments for students when short term absences are involved; assist the school
in stressing the importance of reading and its benefits; and assure that students read for a
period of thirty (30) minutes or more each day in addition to any other assigned homework
*Excerpt from School Board Policy 2330 - Homework

Eligibility Requirements for Participation in Interscholastic
Extracurricular Athletics and Activities
In order for a student to participate in extracurricular athletics and activities, a student must meet
the standards set forth by Florida Statute Section 1006.15, Bylaws and Policies of the Greater
Miami Athletic Conference (GMAC), and Miami-Dade County School Board Bylaws and Polices
and Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA), Bylaws and Policies.
To be eligible to participate in interscholastic extracurricular student athletics and activities a
student must maintain an unweighted cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 or above on
a 4.0 scale in the courses required for graduation, including those taken by the student before
he/she begins high school. The student must also maintain a
2.0 GPA in conduct for the previous semester. Computation of grade point averages requires
the inclusion of all applicable high school courses to which a forgiveness policy has been applied.
A first-year high school student, entering the ninth grade for the first time, is academically eligible
during his/her first semester of high school attendance. The student, however, must have the
cumulative 2.0 GPA at the conclusion of his/her first semester of high school attendance to be
academically eligible to participate during his/her next semester of attendance.
If a student becomes ineligible during the second semester of his/her ninth-grade year or during the
first semester of his/her 10th-grade year because the student’s cumulative grade point average
was below 2.0 at the conclusion of the previous semester and continues to be below 2.0 at
the conclusion of the semester of ineligibility, he/she may regain his/her eligibility for the following
semester provided:
(a) the student signs an academic performance contract with his/her school upon discovery,

executes and fulfills the requirements of an academic performance contract, and (b) the student
sits out the semester of ineligibility; and (c) the student attends summer school, or its graded
equivalent, (i.e. adult education, Florida Virtual School, etc.) between grades 9 and 10 or 10 and
11, as necessary; and (d) the student earns a grade point average of 2.0 or above on a 4.0
unweighted scale or its equivalent in all courses taken during the semester of ineligibility.
Once a student enters grade 11, he/she must have and maintain from that point forward a 2.0 or
above cumulative grade point average on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in all courses required
for graduation at the conclusion of each semester to be eligible to participate during the following
semester.
If a student’s eligibility is affected by an incomplete grade, the student is ineligible until the
incomplete grade is removed and all eligibility requirements are met.
All students participating in interscholastic athletic competition or who are candidates for an
interscholastic team(s) are required to pass an annual medical evaluation and purchase the School
Board’s sponsored insurance program prior to engaging in any practice, tryout, or pre- or postseason physical activity associated with the student’s candidacy for an interscholastic athletic
team.
A student shall be eligible for no more than four (4) consecutive academic years from the date he/she
first enrolls in the ninth grade. Four years from the date he/she first enrolls in the ninth grade, he/she
shall become ineligible for further interscholastic athletic competition. For students enrolled in an
accelerated graduation program, once they have met all the graduation requirements, they cannot
remain in high school for a fourth year in order to continue eligibility to participate in high school
athletics/activities.
The high school counselor can assist students in planning a program of study that will include
the appropriate courses to prepare for college entrance examinations and meet core course
requirements for participation in National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) athletic
programs. The school counselor can also assist students in determining how to calculate the GPA
required to be eligible to participate in NCAA athletics and advise the student regarding which
courses do not meet NCAA eligibility requirements.

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a federal law. The intent of this law
is to protect the accuracy and privacy of student information and education records. Under
this law, parents and eligible students have the rights to: access their education records,
including the right to inspect and review those records; waive their access to their education
records in certain circumstances; challenge the content of education records in order to ensure
that the records are not inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise a violation of privacy or other rights;
ensure privacy with respect to such records and reports; and receive notice of their rights with
respect to education records. Only authorized individuals having legitimate educational interest
will have access to a student’s education records. However, under some prescribed circumstances,
personally identifiable information and education records can be disclosed to other individuals and
agencies without parental consent. The Board approved a directive for implementing the provision
of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act. Personally identifiable information is maintained
in schools in a variety of forms, such as handwriting, print, computer media, video or audiotape,
film, microfilm, and microfiche.
Examples are:
 date and place of birth, parent’s address, and where parents can be contacted in








emergencies;
grades, test scores, courses taken, academic specializations and activities, and official
letters regarding a student’s status in school;
special education records;
disciplinary records;
medical and health records that the school creates or collects and maintains;
documentation of attendance, schools attended, courses taken, awards conferred, and
degrees earned; and
personal information such as a student’s identification code, Social Security number,
photograph, or other information that would make it easy to identify or locate a student.

Personal notes made by teachers and other school officials that are not shared with others are not
considered educational records as long as they are kept private by the maker of the record.
Additionally, law enforcement records created and maintained by a school district law enforcement
unit are not education records.
Parents or eligible students are guaranteed the right, upon request, to inspect and review their
children's records and to obtain copies of them within 30 days. In accordance with Board policy, a
fee may be charged for reproduction of records, unless the imposition of that fee would effectively
prevent the exercise of the right to inspect and review the education records. The parent or eligible
student also has the right to request a correction of education records which he/she believes to be
inaccurate or misleading. Requests are reviewed by the school principal, regional office, and/or
District office and the parent or eligible student is notified of the decision(s).

Mater Academy Middle/High School
2018 – 2019 Daily Schedule
Cafeteria opens at 6:30 A.M. for FREE Breakfast
7:00 A.M. – 7:25 A.M.

Student Arrival

Block 1
7:30 A.M. – 9:05 A.M.
Period 1 or 2
(INCLUDES HOMEROOM – 9:00 A.M. – 9:05 A.M.)

Block 2
9:10 A.M. – 10:40 A.M.

Period 3 or 4

Block 3
10:45 A.M. – 12:55 P.M.
Period 5 or 6
(INCLUDES LUNCH)

Block 4
1:00 P.M. – 2:30 P.M.

Period 7 or 8

Lunch Schedule
1st Lunch

6th, 7th, & 8th Grade

10:45 A.M. – 11:20 A.M.

2nd Lunch

High School/Mixed

12:15 A.M. – 12:55 P.M.

Mater Academy follows a block schedule:
Students attend periods 1,3,5,7 “A” Days and 2,4,6,8 on “B” Days.

Interest Clubs and Honor Societies
Interest Clubs
African American Club
ASL
Bible Club
Book Club
Builder’s Club
Class Boards
Close Up
Computer Science Club
Courtside Girls
Creative Writing Club
Culinary Arts Club
Diamond Girls
F1Car
FCCLA
Film Appreciation Club
Foot on Ground PAT
Foreign Language Culture Club
French Club
Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA)
Future Educators of America (FEA)
Future Lawyers of America
Future Makeup Artist of America
Glee Club
GSA

Involved Teens
Japanese Culture Club
Jr. Science/Robotics
Latin Club
Law Society
LEAF
Lionettes
Marching Band
Middle School Math Club
Model United Nations Club
Newspaper/Yearbook
Odyssey of the Minds
Panamerican Club
People’s Club
Photography Club
Piano Club
Pre Med Club
Psychology Club
SECME
Student Government Association
Tech Crew
The People’s Club
TV Pro Crew
Wrestlettes

Honor Societies
Art Honor Society
English Honor Society
French Honor Society
HOSA
Italian Honor Society
International Honor Society
International Thespian Honor Society
Mu Alpha Theta

National Honor Society for Dance Arts
National Junior Honor Society
National Honor Society
National Technical Honor Society
Rho Kappa Society
Science Honor Society
Spanish Honor Society
Tri-M Music Honor Society

Service Clubs and Sports
Service Clubs
Key Club
Silver Knights

Sports
Boys Baseball – 6th and 7th Graders
Boys Baseball – Junior Varsity
Baseball – Varsity
Boys Basketball – Junior Varsity
Boys Basketball – Varsity
Girls Basketball – Junior Varsity
Girls Basketball – Varsity
Cheerleaders- Junior Varsity
Cheerleaders- Varsity
Cross Country
Girls Flag Football
Football – Junior Varsity
Football - Varsity

Boys Soccer – Junior Varsity
Boys Soccer – Varsity
Girls Soccer – Junior Varsity
Girls Soccer – Varsity
Softball – Junior Varsity
Softball – Varsity
Swimming
Track and Field
Girls Volleyball – Junior Varsity
Girls Volleyball – Varsity
Boys Wrestling
Boys Volleyball- Varsity

Business Technology Program at Mater Academy
The Career and Technical Education Program (CTE) prepares students for their transition from school to
college and/or the world of work. It focuses on broad transferable skills with an understanding and
demonstration of the following elements: interpersonal communications, decision-making and leadership
skills, conflict resolutions, finance, planning, business ownership, organizational structure, higher level
thinking and business ethics. These skills are taught and emphasized through technical applications and
hands-on activities. CTE students graduate with world-class academic and technological skills, plus
industry-recognized certifications necessary to transition to higher education and careers.
Through our Career and Technical Education Program, students receive intensive training in preparation
for Industry Certification Exams (ICE) in Quickbooks, Microsoft Office (MOS), Adobe Photoshop, Adobe
Premiere Pro, and Creative Cloud.

Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA)
Future Business Leaders of America is a co-curricular business organization for students preparing for
careers in business and business-related fields. Members compete in leadership events, and learn new
concepts about shaping their career future through conferences and seminars.
The Mater Academy Chapter of FBLA, only ten years young, has been recognized state and nationwide.
Members have garnered record breaking numbers of awards and scholarships and have served in
position of leadership. The Mater Academy Chapter is rated among the top in the nation, earning the
2018 National Chapter of the Year.

Mater Performing Arts and Entertainment Academy
Our Mater Performing Arts and Entertainment Academy student performers do just what they advertise:
they perform! Whether it’s live or on film, they act, dance, sing, build sets, play music, and enthusiastically
entertain us. While other artists are focused on their specific craft, our artists channel their talents into
performances and works of art that entertain, amuse, and delight their audiences.
The Performing Arts and Entertainment Academy is comprised of five components of specialization:
dance, music, theatre, visual arts, and video production. Our department is encompassed by creative and
enthusiastic students who strive to master their artistic abilities, making our department a wonderful one
to be a member of. Our students thrive in their specialized classes, immersed in their principles, and
focusing on their talents. We have a dedicated faculty who are willing to go above and beyond in order to
prepare their students for competitions, performances, and exhibitions.
The Performing Arts program offers a season that spans contemporary dance, musical theatre, choir,
contemporary and classical music, and art exhibits. Creativity, experience, and inspiration are all
necessary to a performer, but above all else, you must have a passion for performing. Students here at
Mater Academy Performing Arts and Entertainment Academy excel in making this a reality.

Performing Arts Shows and Awards
























Back to the 80's Musical by the Thespians
Hamilton The Musical
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory performed by Junior Thespians
Grease performed by the “Glee Performing Club”
West Side Story performed by the “Glee Performing Club”
In The Heights performed by the “Glee Performing Club”
Hairspray performed by the “Glee Performing Club”
Harry Potter performed by the Band
Winter and Spring Concerts performed by the Band Department
Marching Band Competitions
2nd Place, Class 1A at the Florida Marching Band Championships (State Competition 2015)
Winter Guard Competitions
2nd Place/Silver Medal, JV Winter Guard at the South Florida Winter Guard Association
Championships (2016)
Superior Rating at District Marching Band Festival (2009, 2012, 2013, 2014)
Superior Rating at District Concert Band Festival (2016)
Piano Recitals
Winter and Spring Guitar Concerts
Winter and Spring Dance Shows
“Dancing through the Decades” performed by the “Lion Territory Dancers”
Scholastic Art Awards: 2 Gold Key Awards, 7 Honorable Mentions, 1 Photography Portfolio
Gold Key Award
Beaux Art Festival Exhibition: 6 Participants; 1 2nd Place Pallet Award
Annual Spring Show performed by the Lionettes & Company
Annual Dance Recitals

Robotics and STEM Program at Mater Academy
The Robotics and STEM Program is a dynamic program of instruction that emphasizes the Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics skills that students will need to be competitive in the future.
Through rigorous curricula, hands-on experiences, and participation in competitions and conferences,
the Mater Academy STEM Academy exposes students to skills in the fields of Biomedical Science,
Robotics, Computer Science and Pre-Engineering. Through partnership with organizations such as
Project Lead the Way, VEX Robotics, Formula1, Fairchild Gardens, Girls Who Code, and Google Maker
Camps, the STEM program provides students with innovative and exciting experiences.

Robotics
In collaboration with VexIQ and Vex Robotics, Mater Academy offers both middle and high school
students the opportunity to engage in pre-engineering and design experiences through an award winning
robotics program. Additionally, partnerships with F1 for schools allow students to used 3D and 2D
engineering software to engineer race cars as part of the F1 for schools challenge.

Project Lead the Way
Mater Academy has partnered with the nation’s premier STEM Education organization to provide our
students with “transformative learning experiences” that will shape “the innovators, creators, and
designers of today and tomorrow”. From Medical Detectives to Computer Science, PLTW courses are
at the core of Mater Academy’s STEM program.

Traditional Course Matriculation Path
Middle School Grades 6 – 8
GRADE SIX

GRADE SEVEN

GRADE EIGHT

Language Arts 1

Language Arts 2

Language Arts 3

Math 1

Math 2

Math 3

Comprehensive Science 1

Comprehensive Science 2

Comprehensive Science 3

US History

Civics

World History

Physical Education

Physical Education

Physical Education

Reading

Creative Writing 1

Exploratory Career Wheel/
Business Leadership Skills

Personal, Career, and School
Development Skills 1

Elective

Elective

*This information is provided as a guide only. Student placement is based on past academic performance, ESOL,
Gifted, ESE placement, and FSA results.
** Foreign Language courses, Levels 1 and 2 will give students a high school credit.

Accelerated Course Matriculation
Middle School Grades 6 – 8

GRADE SIX

GRADE SEVEN

GRADE EIGHT

Advanced Language Arts 1

Advanced Language Arts 2

Advanced Language Arts 3

Advanced Math 1

Advanced Math 2

Algebra 1 Honors**

Advanced Comprehensive
Science 1

Physical Science Honors**

Biology Honors**

Advanced US History

Advanced Civics

Advanced World History

Physical Education

Physical Education

Physical Education

Advanced Reading

Creative Writing 1

Exploratory Career Wheel/
Business Leadership Skills

Personal, Career, and School
Development Skills 1

Elective

Elective

*This information is provided as a guide ONLY. Student placement is based on past academic performance,
ESOL, Gifted, ESE placement, and FSA results.
**These selections will give student a high school credit.
***Foreign Language courses, Levels 1 and 2 will give students a high school credit.

Course Matriculation Paths Grades 9-12
Language Arts
Core Curriculum
Progressive Four Year Plan
Four years of language arts instruction is required for all students. The components of language
arts are reading and writing skills, literature study and oral communication. Students will be
placed in the appropriate English course on the basis of scores on standardized test (FSA) and
past performance in classes.

Grade 8

Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

English 1

English 2

English 3

English 4

English 1 Honors

English 2
Honors

English 3
Honors

English 4
Honors

English 1 Honors

English 2
Honors

AP English
Language &
Composition

AP English
Literature &
Composition*

Language Arts 3

Language Arts 3
(Final Grade A or B
and Level 3 or above on the Reading FSA)

Language Arts 3 Honors
(Final Grade A or B and Level 3 or
above on the Reading FSA)

Intensive Reading Classes: Required for any student with Reading FSA Level 1 or 2. This class will be
taken simultaneously with the required Language Arts course.
*Prerequisite: AP English Language

Mathematics
Core Curriculum
Suggested Four Year Plan
The Math Department provides courses that will prepare the students for college. Four years of
mathematics are required to graduate and must include Algebra 1 and Geometry. Students will be placed
in the appropriate Math course on the basis of scores on standardized tests (FSA) and past performance.

Grade 8

Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

Pre-Algebra

Algebra 1A
and
Algebra 1B

Geometry

Algebra 2

Math for College
Readiness

(Level 1 or 2 on the Math
FSA)

Pre-Algebra
(Final Grade A or B and
Level 3 or above on the
Math FSA)

Algebra 1 Honors

Algebra 1 Honors
(Final Grade A or B and
Level 3 or above on the
Math FSA)

Algebra 1 Honors
and
Geometry Honors

Algebra 1
Honors

Geometry
Honors

Algebra 2 Honors

Math for College
Readiness
or
Pre- Calculus
or
Probability
and Statistics

Geometry
Honors

Algebra 2
Honors

Pre-Calculus
or
Probability
and Statistics

AP
Calculus AB*
or
AP Statistics

Geometry
Honors

Algebra 2
Honors

Pre-Calculus
or
Probability
and Statistics

AP
Calculus AB*
or
AP Statistics

Algebra 2
Honors

Pre-Calculus

AP Statistics
and/or
AP
Calculus AB

AP
Calculus BC

Intensive Math Classes: Required for any students with Math FSA Levels 1 or 2, failed End-of-Course Exam.
This class will be taken simultaneously with the required math course.
*Students who took AP Calculus AB during the 11th Grade are eligible to take AP Calculus BC in the 12th Grade

Science
Core Curriculum
Suggested Four Year Plan
Three years of science are required for all graduates. Please note prerequisites. College
bound students are required to take Biology, Chemistry and Physics before graduating.
Grade 8

Grade 9
Physical
Science
or
Biology

Middle School
Science with
8th Grade FSA

(Selection will be
made based on FSA
& Science Scores)

Biology
Honors

Physical Science
(High School Credit)

Biology Honors
(High School Credit)

Biology
or
Biology
Honors

Chemistry
or
Chemistry
Honors

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

Biology
or
Chemistry

Chemistry
or
Physics

Physics
or
Anatomy & Physiology
or
Marine Science

Chemistry
Honors

Physics
Honors

Chemistry
or
Chemistry
Honors

Physics
or
Physics
Honors

AP Physics 1
or
Physics
or
Physics Honors

AP Biology
or
AP
Environmental
Science

Anatomy & Physiology Honors
or
Marine Science Honors
or
AP Physics 1

Anatomy & Physiology
or
Marine Science
or
AP Physics 1
or
AP Biology
or
AP Environmental Science

Anatomy & Physiology
or
Marine Science
or
AP Physics 2
or
AP Biology
or
AP Environmental Science

*Class placement will be based on grades (A or B for Honors placement) and FSA scores.

Social Studies
Core Curriculum
Suggested Four Year Plan
World History, American History, and American Government/Economics are required for
graduation. All students are required to take a Social Studies course during their 10 th Grade.
Students will also be able to take other interesting and relevant elective courses offered by
the Social Studies Department.

Grade 8

U.S. History

U.S. History Honors

Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

World
History

Global Studies
(Pre US History)

U.S. History

U.S.
Government and
Economics

World
History
Honors

Global Studies
Honors
(Pre US History)

US History
Honors

U.S. History Honors
(Final Grade A or B
and Level 3 or
above on the
Reading FSA)

AP World History

AP European
History

AP U.S.
History

*Class placement will be based on grades (A or B for Honors placement) and FSA scores.

U.S.
Government
Honors
and
Economics
Honors

AP U.S.
Government
and
AP
Macroeconomics

Early College Academy
9th

Middle School

English I Honors
English I Honors Gifted
During
Middle
School the student
must take advanced
classes and be on
grade
level
according the State
Test.
The student must
take
Algebra
I
honors and Physical
Science Honors as
high school credit

10th
English II Honors
English II Honors Gifted

11th
AP English Language
(AP test score 3 =
ENC1101/ AP Score 4 or
5 = ENC1101 + ENC
1102 )

12th

AP English Literature

(If you qualified for Dual Enrollment English you can take English Composition
I, English Composition II or Fundamentals of Speech Communication, in
addition to your High School English requirements - See Dual Enrollment
Appendix)
Geometry Honors or
higher

Algebra Honors II or
higher

Pre-Calculus or higher

Calculus or higher

(If you qualified for Dual Enrollment Math you can take College Algebra /
Trigonometry in addition to your High School math - See Dual Enrollment
Appendix)
Biology Honors or
higher

Chemistry Honor higher

Marine Biology or higher

Physics Honor or
higher

AP Biology ( AP test score 3 = BSC 1005 & BSC1005L/ AP Score 4 = BSC 2011 & BSC
2011L AP Score 5 = BSC 2011 & BSC 2011L and BSC 2011 & BSC )
AP Physics (A Test Score 3= PHY 2053 & PHY 2053L AP Score 4= PHY 2053 & 2053L
and PHY 2054 & 2054L)
AP Environmental Science (AP Score 3 or more = ISC 1051)

(If you qualified for Dual Enrollment English you can take Energy and the
Natural Environment & General Education Biology in addition to your High
School Science requirements - See Dual Enrollment Appendix)

AP World History

Spanish 3 – Pre AP

American Government
Honors
Economics Honors
AP Government and
(AP Test score 3= EUH
1009 PA test Score 4= EUH
Politics: United States
Score 4= AMH 2011 & AMH
2011)
1000 & EUH 1001)
(AP test score 3 or
more POS2041)
(If you qualified for Dual Enrollment English you can take Intro to Psychology,
Introduction to Cultural Geography, American Federal Government, Humanities,
Music Appreciation, Introduction to Philosophy, Human Growth and
Development, The social Environment, in addition to your High School Social
Studies requirements - See Dual Enrollment Appendix)
Psychology Honors
AP European History

American History honors
AP US History (AP test
score 3= AMH 1000, AP test

AP Spanish ( AP test score 3 = 4 college credits / AP Score 4 or 5 = 8 college
credits @ MDC)
AP Spanish Literature (AP score 3 or more = 4 credits @ MDC)

or
Spanish French, Italian ,Chinese (two consecutive Levels)
Physical Education

Dual Enrollment

Fine Arts Elective

Dual Enrollment

Dual Enrollment

Dual Enrollment

Mater Academy Course Catalog
Those courses that contain an asterisk (*) within the Middle School (6th-8th Grade) would allow the
student to receive High School credit.

Language Arts

The content should include, but not be limited to the study and interpretation of
traditional and contemporary literature, application of the writing process, effective
use of speaking and listening skills, higher-order reading skills in preparation for the
Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test, and study skills and how these skills relate
to success in the world of work.
Four years of High School English are required for graduation. Students will be placed
in the appropriate English course on the basis of scores on standardized tests, past
performance in classes, and teacher recommendations.
Summer assignment reading books can be purchased in the school’s Media Center .

COURSE TITLE

COURSE
NUMBER

GRADE
LEVEL

CREDIT

PREREQUISITES

REQUIREMENTS
Summer Reading Books:
The Boy of the Painted
Cave by Justin Denzel and
Flipped by Wendelin Van
Draanen
Summer Reading Books:
The Boy of the Painted
Cave by Justin Denzel and
Flipped by Wendelin Van
Draanen
Summer Reading Books:
The Boy of the Painted
Cave by Justin Denzel and
Flipped by Wendelin Van
Draanen

M/J Language Arts 1

100101001

6

1.0

M/J Language Arts 1
Advanced

100102001

6

1.0

A or B in Grade 5 Language Arts
class

M/J Language Arts 1
Advanced Gifted

100102002

6

1.0

Gifted Program

M/J Language Arts I
through ESOL

100200002

6

1.0

ESOL Program

M/J Reading 1

100801001

6

1.0

M/J Reading 1, Advanced

100802001

6

1.0

A or B in grade 5 Language Arts

100001006

6

1.0

Level 1 or 2 on the FSA Reading

100001007

7

1.0

Level 1 or 2 on the FSA Reading

100001008

8

1.0

Level 1 or 2 on the FSA Reading

100900001

7

1.0

M/J Intensive ReadingGrade 6
M/J Intensive ReadingGrade 7
M/J Intensive ReadingGrade 8
M/J Creative Writing
M/J Language Arts II

100104001

M/J Language Arts II,
Advanced

100105001

M/J Language Arts II,
Advanced Gifted

100105002

1.0

M/J Language Arts I

7

1.0

A or B in Grade 6 Language Arts
class

7

1.0

Gifted Program

7

Summer Reading Books: A
Wrinkle in Time by
Madeleine Cheaper by the
Dozen by Frank B. Gilbreth
Summer Reading Books: A
Wrinkle in Time by
Madeleine Cheaper by the
Dozen by Frank B. Gilbreth
Summer Reading Books: A
Wrinkle in Time by
Madeleine Cheaper by the
Dozen by Frank B. Gilbreth

M/J Language Arts II
through ESOL

100201202

7

1.0

ESOL Program

M/J Language Arts III

100108001

8

1.0

Language Arts II

M/J Language Arts III,
Advanced

100108001

8

1.0

A or B in Grade 7 Language Arts
class

M/J Language Arts III,
Advanced Gifted

100108002

8

1.0

Gifted Program

M/J Language Arts II,
Advanced Gifted

100105002

7

1.0

Gifted Program

M/J Language Arts II
through ESOL

100201202

7

1.0

ESOL Program

M/J Language Arts III

100108001

8

1.0

Language Arts II

M/J Language Arts III,
Advanced

100108001

8

1.0

A or B in Grade 7 Language Arts
class

M/J Language Arts III,
Advanced Gifted

100108002

8

1.0

Gifted Program

M/J Language Arts III
through ESOL

100202002

8

1.0

ESOL Program

Intensive Reading

100041001
or
1000410RT

9-12

1.0

Level 1 or 2 on the FSA Reading

English I

100131001

9

1.0

English I Honors

100132001

9

1.0

A or B in Advanced English 8th
Grade

English I Honors Gifted

100132002

9

1.0

Gifted Program

English I through ESOL

100230002

9

1.0

ESOL Program

English II

100134001

10

1.0

English II Honors

100135001

10

1.0

English I

A or B in Honors English I

Summer Reading Books:
The Man that was Poe by
AVI and The Face on the
Milk Carton by Caroline B.
Cooney
Summer Reading Books:
The Man that was Poe by
AVI and The Face on the
Milk Carton by Caroline B.
Cooney
Summer Reading Books:
The Man that was Poe by
AVI and The Face on the
Milk Carton by Caroline B.
Cooney
Summer Reading Books: A
Wrinkle in Time by
Madeleine Cheaper by the
Dozen by Frank B. Gilbreth

Summer Reading Books:
The Man that was Poe by
AVI and The Face on the
Milk Carton by Caroline B.
Cooney
Summer Reading Books:
The Man that was Poe by
AVI and The Face on the
Milk Carton by Caroline B.
Cooney
Summer Reading Books:
The Man that was Poe by
AVI and The Face on the
Milk Carton by Caroline B.
Cooney

Summer Reading Books:
Sleeping Freshmen Never
Lie by David Lubar and
Speak by Laurie Halse
Anderson
Summer Reading Books:
Sleeping Freshmen Never
Lie by David Lubar and
Speak by Laurie Halse
Anderson
Summer Reading Books:
Sleeping Freshmen Never
Lie by David Lubar and
Speak by Laurie Halse
Anderson
Summer Reading Book:
Sula by Toni Morrison and
Growing Up by Russell
Baker
Summer Reading Book:
Sula by Toni Morrison and
Growing Up by Russell
Baker

English II Honors Gifted

100135002

10

1.0

Gifted Program

English II through ESOL

100231002

10

1.0

ESOL Program

English III

100137001

11

1.0

English II

English III Honors

100138001

11

1.0

A or B in Honors English II

English III Honors Gifted

100138002

11

1.0

Gifted Program

English III through ESOL

100232001

11

1.0

ESOL Program

English IV

100140001

12

1.0
English III

English IV Honors

100141001

12

1.0

A or B in Honors English III

English IV Honors Gifted

100141002

12

1.0

Gifted Program

English IV through ESOL

100234004

12

1.0

ESOL Program

Semantics and Logic

100430001

11

1.0

SAT Prep Class – Required for all
11th Grade students

Great Books Honors

102086001

12

1.0

Elective Course

AP English Language and
Composition

100142001

11

1.0

A or B in English II Honors, 5.0
on Florida Writes, 4 or 5 on FSA
Reading

AP English Language and
Composition Gifted

100142002

11

1.0

Gifted Program, A or B in English
II Honors, 5.0 on Florida Writes 4
or 5 on FSA Reading

AP English Literature

100143001

12

1.0

A or B in AP Language, 5.0 on
Florida Writes, 5 on FSA Reading

AP English Literature
Gifted

100143002

12

1.0

Gifted Program, A or B in AP
Language, 5.0 on Florida Writes,
5 on FSA Reading

AP Capstone Seminar

170050001

10-12

1.0

Summer Reading Book:
Sula by Toni Morrison and
Growing Up by Russell
Baker
Summer Reading Book:
Racing in the Rain: My Life
as a Dog by Garth Stein
and Rave New World online
SAT Vocabulary Book.
Summer Reading Book:
Racing in the Rain: My Life
as a Dog by Garth Stein
and Rave New World online
SAT Vocabulary Book.
Summer Reading Book:
Racing in the Rain: My Life
as a Dog by Garth Stein
and Rave New World online
SAT Vocabulary Book.
Summer Reading Book:
Twisted by Laurie Halse
Anderson and A Certain
Slant of Light by Laura
Whitcomb
Summer Reading Book:
Twisted by Laurie Halse
Anderson and A Certain
Slant of Light by Laura
Whitcomb
Summer Reading Book:
Twisted by Laurie Halse
Anderson and A Certain
Slant of Light by Laura
Whitcomb

Summer Reading Book:
1984 by George Orwell and
A Brave New World by
Aldous Huxley
Summer Reading Book:
1984 by George Orwell and
A Brave New World by
Aldous Huxley
Summer Reading Book:
The Complete Talking
Heads by Alan Bennett
Summer Reading Book:
The Complete Talking
Heads by Alan Bennett

ESOL ELECTIVES
COURSE TITLE

COURSE
NUMBER

GRADE
LEVEL

CREDIT

PREREQUISITES

M/J Developmental
Language Arts ESOL
Level 1

1002181L1

6-8

1.0

ESOL Program

M/J Developmental
Language Arts ESOL
Level 2

1002181L2

6-8

1.0

ESOL Program

M/J Developmental
Language Arts ESOL
Level 3

1002181L3

6-8

1.0

ESOL Program

M/J Developmental
Language Arts ESOL
Level 4

1002181L4

6-8

1.0

ESOL Program

Developmental
Language Arts ESOL
Level 1

1002381L1

9-12

1.0

ESOL Program

Developmental
Language Arts ESOL
Level 2

1002381L2

9-12

1.0

ESOL Program

Developmental
Language Arts ESOL
Level 3

1002381L3

9-12

1.0

ESOL Program

Developmental
Language Arts ESOL
Level 4

1002381L4

9-12

1.0

ESOL Program

REQUIREMENTS
Summer Reading Books: The
Wanderer by Sharon Creech or
The Only Game by Mike Lupica
(Choose One Book)
Summer Reading Books: The
Wanderer by Sharon Creech or
The Only Game by Mike Lupica
(Choose One Book)
Summer Reading Books:
6th Grade: Hatchet by Gary
Paulsen
7th Grade: The People of Sparks
by Jeanne Duprau
8th Grade: Super Zero by
Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich
Summer Reading Books:
6th Grade: Hatchet by Gary
Paulsen
7th Grade: The People of Sparks
by Jeanne Duprau
8th Grade: Super Zero by
Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich
Summer Reading Books: Truth
by Tanya Lloyd or Homeless Bird
by Gloria Whelan (Choose 1
Book)
Summer Reading Books: Truth
by Tanya Lloyd or Homeless Bird
by Gloria Whelan (Choose 1
Book)
Summer Reading Books: Tiger
Eyes by Judy Blume or Murder
on the Orient Express by Agatha
Christie or Dicey’s Song by
Cynthia Voigt (Choose 1 Book)
Summer Reading Books: Tiger
Eyes by Judy Blume or Murder
on the Orient Express by Agatha
Christie or Dicey’s Song by
Cynthia Voigt (Choose 1 Book)

Mathematics

The purposes of these courses are to provide instruction and promote academic excellence in basic
mathematic skills, geometry, algebra, problem solving, and mathematical reasoning.
The content should include, but not be limited to operations, numeration, whole numbers, fractions,
decimals, percent, ratio and proportion, equations, inequalities, functions, expressions, properties,
constructions, area, volume, proofs, skills in preparation for the Florida Comprehensive Assessment
Test and how these skills relate to the success of the world at work.
Three years of mathematics are required for graduation. Students will be placed in the appropriate
Math course on the basis of scores on standardized tests, past performance in classes, and teacher
recommendation.
It is recommended that students enrolled in 8th grade Algebra 1 Honors or Honors Gifted select
Algebra 2 Honors/Gifted for their 9th grade year and then Geometry Honors/Gifted for 10th
Grade. Students enrolled in 9th grade Algebra 1, 9th grade Algebra 1 Honors or 9th grade Algebra 1
Honors should take Geometry in their 10th grade year to better prepare themselves for the FSA.

COURSE
NUMBER

GRADE
LEVEL

CREDIT

PREREQUISITES

M/J Intensive
Mathematics

120400006

6

1.0

Level 1 or 2 on FSA Math

Internet access required

M/J Mathematics I

120501001

6

1.0

M/J Mathematics I
Advanced

120502001

6

1.0

A or B in 5th Grade Math
class

M/J Mathematics I
Advanced Gifted

120502002

6

1.0

Gifted Program

Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee(only if lost)

M/J Intensive
Mathematics

120400007

7

1.0

Level 1 or 2 on FSA Math

M/J Mathematics II

120504001

7

1.0

M/J Mathematics 1

M/J Mathematics II
Advanced

120505001

7

1.0

A or B in 6th Grade Math
class

M/J Mathematics II
Advanced Gifted

120505002

7

1.0

Gifted Program

M/J Intensive
Mathematics

120400008

8

1.0

Level 1 or 2 on FSA Math

M/J Mathematics III
(Pre-Algebra)

120507001

8

1.0

M/J Mathematics II

Algebra I Honors (*)

120032001

8

1.0

A or B in previous
Advanced Math course

Algebra I Honors
Gifted (*)

120032002

8

1.0

Gifted Program

Geometry Honors (*)

120632001

8

1.0

Special Program - must be
approved by Ms. Montero
and Mr. Nuñez.

COURSE TITLE

Geometry Honors
Gifted (*)

120632002

8

1.0

Intensive Math

120040001

9-12

1.0

Algebra 1A

12003700A

9

1.0

Algebra 1B

12003800B

9

1.0

Gifted Program
Special Program - must be
approved by Ms. Montero
and Mr. Nuñez.
Level 1 or 2 on FSA Math
Students who scored 1 or
2 in 8th grade Math FSA
Taken concurrently with
Algebra 1A

REQUIREMENTS

Internet access required
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
$50.00 fee for summer
sessions and technology
access
Internet access required
$50.00 fee for summer
sessions and technology
access
Internet access required

Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
Internet access required
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)

Algebra I

120031001

9

1.0

M/J Mathematics III

Algebra I Honors

120032001

9

1.0

A or B in previous
Advanced Math course

Algebra I Honors
Gifted

120032002

9

1.0

Gifted Program

Algebra II

120033001

9 or 11

1.0

Algebra I or Geometry

Algebra II Honors

120034001

9 or 11

1.0

A or B in Algebra I or
Geometry

Algebra II Honors
Gifted

120034002

9 or 11

1.0

Gifted Program

Geometry

120631001

10

1.0

Algebra I or Algebra II

Geometry Honors

120632001

10

1.0

A or B in Algebra I or
Algebra II

Geometry Honors
Gifted

120632002

10

1.0

Gifted Program

Math for College
Readiness

120070001

11

1.0

Pre-Calculus

120234002

11-12

1.0

Pre-Calculus Gifted

120234003

11-12

1.0

AP Calculus AB

120231001

11-12

1.0

AP Calculus AB Gifted

120231002

11-12

1.0

AP Calculus BC

120232001

12

1.0

AP Calculus BC Gifted
Probability and
Statistics with
Applications

12032002

12

1.0

A or B in Pre-Calculus, 4
or 5 on FSA Math
Gifted Program
A or B in AP Calculus AB,
4 or 5 on FSA Math,
minimum score of 3 on AP
Test
Gifted Program

121030003

11-12

1.0

Algebra II

$15.00 fee for Math XL

AP Statistics

121032001

11-12

1.0

A or B in Algebra II Honors
or Geometry Honors, 4 or
5 on FSA Math

$15.00 fee for Math XL

Analysis of Function

120131001

12

1.0

Analysis of Function
Gifted

120131002

12

1.0

SAT Prep Class –
Required for all 11th Grade
students
A or B in Algebra II Honors
or Geometry Honors, 4 or
5 on FSA Math
Gifted Program

$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
$15.00 consumable book
fee (only if lost)
$15.00 fee for Math XL
$15.00 fee for Math XL
$15.00 fee for Math XL
$15.00 fee for Math XL

Internet access required
Gifted Program

Internet access required

Science

The purpose of the courses offered by the science department is to provide students with a broad
knowledge of scientific concepts. These courses are intended to provide a solid foundation for those
wishing to pursue the sciences at the college level and beyond. All of the science courses are
designed to promote a sense of inquiry through laboratory experiences and to develop critical
thinking skills.
The courses offer conceptual development in the earth, life, and physical sciences and will cover a
gamut of topics therein. The life science courses deal with the living world, cells, relationships
between plant and animal life, and the biotic and a-biotic factors that influence these relationships.
Physical sciences approach the concepts of energy.

COURSE TITLE

COURSE
NUMBER

GRADE LEVEL

CREDIT

M/J Comp Science
I

200204001

6

1.0

M/J Comp Science
I Advanced

200205001

6

1.0

A or B in 5th Grade
Science

$10.00 Lab Fee

M/J Comp Science
I Advanced Gifted

200205002

6

1.0

Gifted Program

$10.00 Lab Fee

M/J Comp Science
II

200207001

7

1.0

M/J Comp Science I

$10.00 Lab Fee

$15.00 Lab Fee

PREREQUISITES

REQUIREMENTS

$10.00 Lab Fee

Physical Science
Honors (*)

200332001

7

1.0

A or B in 6th Grade
Science and at least
a 4 on FSA Math
and Reading

Physical Science
Honors Gifted (*)

200332002

7

1.0

Gifted Program

8

1.0

M/J Comp Science
II

$10.00 Lab Fee

M/J Comp Science
III

200210001

$15.00 Lab Fee

Physical Science
Honors(*)

200332001

8

1.0

A or B in Comp
Science II

$15.00 Lab Fee

Biology

200031001

9

1.0

Comp. Science III

$15.00 Lab Fee

Biology I Honors (*)

200032001

8-9

1.0

Physical Science

Biology I Honors
Gifted (*)

200032002

8-9

1.0

Gifted Program

Chemistry

200334001

9-10

1.0

Chemistry Honors

200335001

9-10

1.0

Chemistry Honors
Gifted

200335002

9-10

1.0

Gifted Program

1.0

Must pass
Chemistry and
Geometry and
enrolled in PreCalculus

Physics

200338001

10-11

Must pass Physical
Science and
Biology
A or B in Algebra I
Honors, A or B in
Physical Science
and Biology and
enrolled in Algebra
II

$15.00 Lab Fee
$15.00 Lab Fee

$15.00 Lab Fee

$15.00 Lab Fee

$15.00 Lab Fee

$15.00 Lab Fee

Physics Honors

200339001

10-11

1.0

A or B in Chemistry
Honors and
Geometry Honors
and enrolled in PreCalculus

Physics Honors
Gifted

200339002

10-11

1.0

Gifted Program

Marine Science 1

200250001

12

1.0

Marine Science 1
Honors

200251001

12

1.0

Anatomy and
Physiology

200035001

12

1.0

Anatomy and
Physiology Honors

200036001

12

1.0

AP Biology

200034001

11-12

1.0

AP Biology Gifted

200034002

11-12

1.0

Gifted Program

$15.00 Lab Fee

AP Environmental
Science

200138001

11-12

1.0

A or B in Honors
Chemistry and
Algebra II

$15.00 Lab Fee

AP Physics

200342001

11-12

1.0

A or B in Physics

$15.00 Lab Fee

AP Physics Gifted

200342002

11-12

1.0

Gifted Program

$15.00 Lab Fee

AP Chemistry

200337001

11-12

1.0

AP Chemistry
Gifted

200337002

11-12

1.0

Earth/Space
Science, Biology,
and Chemistry
Must pass
Earth/Space,
Biology, and
Chemistry with a B
or better
Earth/Space,
Biology, and
Chemistry
Must pass
Earth/Space,
Biology, and
Chemistry with a B
or better
A or B in Honors
Chemistry and
Algebra II

$15.00 Lab Fee

$15.00 Lab Fee

$15.00 Lab Fee

$15.00 Lab Fee

$15.00 Lab Fee

$15.00 Lab Fee

$15.00 Lab Fee

$15.00 Lab Fee
Gifted Program

$15.00 Lab Fee

Social
Studies

The Social Studies Department will offer these courses of study in our curriculum that will enhance
the success of the students upon entering High School.
World History, Civics, and U.S. History is offered through the school at the Regular, Advanced and
Gifted Levels within the Middle School.
Students will be required to successfully complete four credits of Social Studies at the High
School level. Elective courses will be available for students that wish to specialize in a particular
area of study. Most of these courses will be offered at the Regular, Honors and Advanced
Placement Level. All of our courses fulfill the requirements of the Florida Academic Scholars
Certificate.

COURSE TITLE

COURSE
NUMBER

GRADE LEVEL

CREDIT

M/J US History

2100010G6

6

1.0

M/J US History
Advanced

2100020G6

6

1.0

A or B in 5th Grade
Social Studies class

M/J US History
Gifted

2100020GG

6

1.0

Gifted Program

M/J Civics

210601001

7

1.0

PREREQUISITES

M/J Civics
Advanced

210602001

7

1.0

A or B in 6th Grade
World History and
enrolled in
Language Arts
Advanced

M/J Civics
Advanced Gifted

210602002

7

1.0

Gifted Program

M/J US History

210001001

8

1.0

M/J US History
Advanced

210002001

8

1.0

A or B in 7th Grade
Civics and enrolled
in Language Arts
Advanced

M/J US History
Advanced Gifted

210002002

8

1.0

Gifted Program

World History

210931001

9

1.0

World History
Honors

210932001

9

1.0

Enrolled in Honors
English I and 3 or
higher on FSA
Reading

World History
Honors Gifted

210932002

9

1.0

Gifted Program

AP World History

210942001

9

1.0

A or B in English,
4.5 on Florida
Writes, 3 or higher
on FSA Reading

AP World History
Gifted

210942002

9

1.0

Gifted Program

AP European
History

210938001

10

1.0

4.5 on Florida
Writes and 4 or 5 on
FSA Reading

REQUIREMENTS

Summer Reading
Books: Peasant
Fires: The Drummer
of Niklashausen by
Richard Wunderli
and AP Achiever:
European History
by Chris Freiler

AP European
History Gifted

210938002

10

1.0

210432001

10

1.0

210432002

10

1.0

210730002

10-12

0.5

Psychology II
(Honors)

210731002

10-12

0.5

American History

210031001

11

1.0

Global Studies
(Pre-U.S. History)
Global Studies
Honors (Pre-U.S.
History)
Psychology I
(Honors)

Gifted Program

Psychology I

American History
Honors

210032001

11

1.0

A or B in World
History Honors,
enrolled in English II
Honors, and 3 or
higher on FSA
Reading

American History
Honors Gifted

210032002

11

1.0

Gifted Program

AP American
History

210033001

11

1.0

A or B in World
History Honors or
AP World History, 3
or higher on FSA
Reading

AP American
History Gifted

210033002

11

1.0

Gifted Program

American
Government

210631001

12

0.5

American
Government
Honors

210632001

12

0.5

AP US
Government and
Politics

210642001

12

0.5

Economics

210231001

12

0.5

Economics Honors

210232001

12

0.5

Summer Reading
Books: Peasant
Fires: The Drummer
of Niklashausen by
Richard Wunderli
and AP Achiever:
European History
by Chris Freiler

United States
History: Preparing for
the Advanced
Placement
Examination (2015
Exam)
United States
History: Preparing for
the Advanced
Placement
Examination (2015
Exam)

A or B in American
History Honors and
enrolled in English
IV Honors
A or B in AP
American History, 3
or higher on FSA
Reading

A or B in American
History Honors and
enrolled in English
IV Honors

AP Psychology

210735001

11-12

1.0

A or B in
Psychology

AP Human
Geography

210340001

11-12

1.0

A or B in English

Summer Reading
Book: Nobody’s
Child by Marie
Balter and Richard
Katz
Summer Reading
Book: 5 Steps to a
5 AP Human
Geography, 20142015 Edition by
Carol Ann Gillespie

AP Comparative
Government and
Politics

11-12

0.5

3 or higher on FSA
Reading

11-12

0.5

AP Comparative
Government

210637002

9-10

1.0

210646801

10-12

1.0

Comprehensive
Law Studies

Court Procedures
(Local Honors)

210639002

10-12

0.5

Constitutional Law

Ethics

210535003

10-12

0.5

Court Procedures

Law Studies
Honors

210635002

9-12

0.5

International Law
Honors

210635502

9-12

0.5

International Law
Comprehensive
Law Studies (Local
Honor)
Constitutional Law
Honors

210643001

210635501

World Languages

Law Studies Honors

The mission of the Foreign Language Department is to prepare students to master their
selected foreign language, therefore allowing them to meet college requisites. We offer
entry level and honors courses in Spanish, French, and Italian. In addition, we also have
Advance Placement Spanish Language and Literature, which gives students college
credits as long as they achieve a passing score in the AP exam, while remaining enrolled
in high school; as well as giving them the opportunity to raise their GPA.
COURSE
NUMBER

GRADE
LEVEL

CREDIT

Spanish I for Non-Speakers

070834001

9-12

1.0

Spanish II for Non-Speakers

070835001

9-12

1.0

Spanish I for Non-Speakers

Spanish III for Non-Speakers

070836001

9-12

1.0

Spanish II for Non-Speakers

070930001

6-12

1.0

070931001

6-12

1.0

Spanish for Spanish Speakers I

070932001

9-12

1.0

Spanish for Spanish Speakers II

AP Spanish Language

070840001

9-12

1.0

AP Spanish Literature

070841001

10-12

1.0

French I (*)

071132001

6-12

1.0

French II (*)

070133001

6-12

1.0

French I

French III

071532001

9-12

1.0

French II

French IV

070135001

9-12

1.0

French II

AP French Language

070138001

9-12

1.0

A or B in French 1 and II

German 1

070232001

9-12

1.0

COURSE TITLE

Spanish for Spanish Speakers I
(*)
Spanish for Spanish Speakers II
(*)
Spanish for Spanish Speakers
III Honors

PREREQUISITES

AP Spanish Language

REQUIREMENT
S

$10.00 Required
Workbook Fee

$10.00 Required
Workbook Fee

Italian I

070532001

9-12

1.0

Italian II

070533001

9-12

1.0

Italian I

Italian III

070534001

9-12

1.0

Italian II

Italian IV

070535001

9-12

1.0

Italian III

AP Italian Language

070538002

11-12

1.0

Italian IV

Practical Arts

The practical arts department offers a group of planned, specialized instructional programs
designed to prepare students to enter employment, to make career progress, and to refine
prescribed competencies required for employment in a cluster of business occupations or in a
specific occupation chosen as a career objective. Courses will prepare students for jobs in a
variety of fields such as Management and Supervision, Accounting, Finance and Computer
Technology, Teacher Assistant, Early Childhood, TV Production, Web Design, etc. Students
are provided with concrete experiences through the study and use of technological tools,
materials, systems, and processes.
COURSE
NUMBER

GRADE
LEVEL

CREDIT

900950001

6-8

0.5

170010001

6-8

1.0

860003201

7-8

0.5

820011011

6

0.5

170006001

8

0.5

820013001

8

0.5

860022002
010300001

6-7
6-8

0.5
1.0

Accounting I Honors

820331001

9-12

1.0

Accounting II Honors

820332002

10-12

1.0

A or B in Accounting 1

Accounting III Honors

820333001

10-12

1.0

Accounting II

821512001

9-12

1.0

820731001

9-12

1.0

900721001

9-12

1.0

821801001
821802001

11-12
12

1.0
1.0

Creative Photography 1

010831001

9-12

1.0

Creative Photography 2

010832001

10-12

1.0

Creative Photography 3
Creative Photography 4
Honors
Management & Human
Resources

010833001

11-12

1.0

010834001

10-12

1.0

830111001

10-12

1.0

COURSE TITLE
M/J App Creators
M/J Automation and
Robotics
M/J Computer Science
for Innovators
M/J Business
Keyboarding
M/J Career Research
and Decision Ma king
M/J Business
Keyboarding & Career
Planning
M/J Medical Detectives
M/J Digital Art & Design 1

Business and
Entrepreneurial
Principles
Digital Information
Technology
Computer Science
Essentials
Customer Assistant I
Customer Assistant II

$10.00 Required
Workbook Fee

PREREQUISITES

REQUIREMENTS

M/J Computer Science for
Innovators

$10.00 Required
Flashdrive Fee
$10.00 Required
Flashdrive Fee
$10.00 Required
Flashdrive Fee

$10.00 Required
Workbook Fee
$10.00 Required
Workbook Fee
$10.00 Required
Workbook Fee
$10.00 Required
Flashdrive Fee
$10.00 Required
Flashdrive Fee

Customer Assistant I

Creative Photography 1

Creative Photography 3

$10.00 Required
Flashdrive Fee
$10.00 Required
Flashdrive Fee
$10.00 Required
Flashdrive Fee
$10.00 Required
Flashdrive Fee

Early Childhood
Education I
Early Childhood
Education II
Early Childhood
Education III
Early Childhood
Education IV Honors

$10.00 Doll Rental Fee

840511001

9-12

1.0

840512001

10-12

1.0

Early Childhood Education I

840513001

10-12

1.0

Early Childhood Education II

840514001

10-12

1.0

Early Childhood Education III

10-12

Mass Media

821243001

Television Production I

877211001

9-12

1.0

877212001

10-12

1.0

877213001

10-12

1.0

Television Production III

877214001

10-12

1.0

Television Production III

882741001

9-12

1.0

11-12

1.0

9-12

1.0

020032001

10-12

1.0

941011001

10-12

1.0

Television Production II
Television Production III
Television Production IV
Sport, Recreation &
Entertainment
AP Studio Art: 2-D
Design
Advanced Placement
Computer Science
Principles
Advanced Placement
Computer Science A
Foundations of Robotics

Performing Arts

010935001

1.0

Television Production I

By teacher recommendation

Advanced Placement Computer
Science Principles
Must see Dr. Rodriguez

GRADE
LEVEL

CREDIT

M/J Art/Art Appreciation 1

010432001

7-8

1.0

M/J Art/Art Appreciation 2

010433001

7-8

1.0

M/J Band I

130200001

6-8

1.0

M/J Band II

130201201

7-8

1.0

M/J Band I

M/J Band III

130202001

8

1.0

M/J Band II

130300001

6-8

1.0

M/J Chorus II

130301001

7-8

1.0

M/J Chorus I

M/J Chorus III

130302001

8

1.0

M/J Chorus II

M/J Dance I

030000001

6-8

1.0

M/J Dance II

030001001

7-8

1.0

M/J Chorus I

$10.00 Doll Rental Fee
$10.00 Doll Rental Fee
$10.00 Required CD/
Flashdrive Fee
$10.00 Required CD/
Flashdrive Fee
$10.00 Required CD/
Flashdrive Fee
$10.00 Required CD/
Flashdrive Fee
$10.00 Required CD/
Flashdrive Fee
$10.00 Required CD/
Flashdrive Fee
$10.00 Required
Flashdrive Fee

$10.00 Required
Flashdrive Fee

Mater Performing Arts and Entertainment Academy offers five strands of specialization: dance,
music (instrumental and vocal), theater, visual arts, and video production. The academy is
comprised of artists, who strive for excellence in academics and creative expression. Students
spend a portion of their schedule immersed in the theory and practice of their particular
discipline. Our faculty aims to further the training of career minded students who respect and
appreciate the role of the arts in their lives and the life of our community.

COURSE
NUMBER

COURSE TITLE

$10.00 Doll Rental Fee

PREREQUISITES

M/J Art/Art Appreciation 1

M/J Dance I

REQUIREMENTS
$10.00 Required Supply
Fee
$10.00 Required Supply
Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee

$10.00 Performance
Contract Fee for Shows
$10.00 Performance
Contract Fee for Shows

M/J Dance III

030002001

8

1.0

M/J Dance II

M/J Dance III Advanced

030002001

7-8

1.0

M/J Dance II

M/J Keyboard I

130103001

6-8

1.0

M/J Keyboard II

130104001

7-8

1.0

M/J Keyboard I

M/J Keyboard III

130105001

8

1.0

M/J Keyboard II

M/J Theatre 1

040000001

6-8

1.0

M/J Theatre 2

040001001

7-8

1.0

M/J Theatre 1

M/J Theatre 3

040002001

8

1.0

M/J Theatre 2

Acting I

040037001

9-12

1.0

Acting II

040038001

10-12

1.0

Acting I

Acting III

040039001

11-12

1.0

Acting II

Band I

130230001

9-12

1.0

Band II

130231001

10-12

1.0

Band I

Band III

130232001

10-12

1.0

Band II

Band IV

130233001

10-12

1.0

Band III

Chorus I

130330001

9-12

1.0

Chorus II

130331001

10-12

1.0

Chorus I

Chorus III

130332001

10-12

1.0

Chorus II

Chorus IV

130333001

10-12

1.0

Chorus III

030038001

9-12

1.0

030039001

10-12

1.0

Dance Technique I

030031001

9-12

0.5

Ethnic Dance

030030001

9-12

0.5

Dance Techniques II

030032002

10-12

1.0

Dance Techniques III

030033001

10-12

1.0

Eurhythmics I

130530001

9-12

0.5

Eurhythmics II

130531001

9-12

0.5

Eurhythmics I

Eurhythmics III

130532001

10-12

1.0

Eurhythmics II

Eurhythmics IV

130533001

10-12

1.0

Eurhythmics III

Instrumental Ensemble I

130246001

9-12

1.0

Jazz Ensemble I

130250001

9-12

1.0

Dance Choreography/
Performance I
Dance Choreography/
Performance II

Dance Choreography/
Performance I/Ethnic Dance

$10.00 Performance
Contract Fee for Shows
$10.00 Performance
Contract Fee for Shows
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee

$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee

$10.00 Performance
Contract Fee for Shows
$10.00 Performance
Contract Fee for Shows
$10.00 Performance
Contract Fee for Shows
$10.00 Performance
Contract Fee for Shows
$10.00 Performance
Contract Fee for Shows
$10.00 Performance
Contract Fee for Shows

$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee

$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee

Jazz Ensemble II

130251001

9-12

1.0

Jazz Ensemble I

Jazz Ensemble III

130252001

9-12

1.0

Jazz Ensemble II

Jazz Ensemble IV

130253001

9-12

1.0

Jazz Ensemble III

Keyboard I

130136001

9-12

1.0

Keyboard II

130137001

10-12

1.0

Keyboard I

Keyboard III

130138001

10-12

1.0

Keyboard II

Keyboard IV

130139001

10-12

1.0

Keyboard III

Music Theory I

130030001

9-12

1.0

Music Theory II

130031001

10-12

1.0

Musical Theatre I

040070001

9-12

1.0

Musical Theatre II

040071001

10-12

1.0

Musical Theatre I

Musical Theatre III

040072001

11-12

1.0

Musical Theatre II

Portfolio I

010931001

10-12

1.0

Portfolio II

010932001

10-12

1.0

Portfolio I

Portfolio III

010933001

10-12

1.0

Portfolio II

Stagecraft I

040041001

9-12

1.0

Stagecraft II

040042001

10-12

1.0

Theatre 1

040031001

9-12

1.0

Theatre 2

040032001

10-12

1.0

Drama 1

Theatre 3

040033001

10-12

1.0

Drama 2

Theatre 4

040034001

10-12

1.0

Drama 3

$10.00 Required
Performance Fee
$10.00 Required
Performance Fee
$10.00 Required
Performance Fee
$10.00 Required
Performance Fee

040050001

10-12

1.0

010130001

9-12

1.0

010131001

10-12

1.0

010132001

10-12

1.0

Two-Dimensional Studio Art
1
Two-Dimensional Studio Art
2

$10.00 Required Supply
Fee
$10.00 Required Supply
Fee
$10.00 Required Supply
Fee

Voice and Diction

040054001

10-12

1.0

AP Art-Drawing Portfolio

010430001

10-12

1.0

Teacher Recommendation

AP Music Theory

130033001

9-12

1.0

Teacher Recommendation

Theatrical Direction &
Stage Management
(STEAM)
Two-Dimensional Studio
Art 1
Two-Dimensional Studio
Art 2
Two-Dimensional Studio
Art 3

AP Art History

010030001

9-12

1.0

$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee
$10.00 Required
Instrument Fee

$10.00 Required Supply
Fee
$10.00 Required Supply
Fee
$10.00 Required Supply
Fee

Stagecraft I

Teacher Recommendation

$10.00 Required Supply
Fee

$10.00 Required Supply
Fee
See teachers website for
summer reading
assignments

Physical
Education

Mater Academy provides students with the opportunity of taking physical fitness courses to
enhance their health awareness. Physical Education as an elective is offered each year at a
different level so that students can take consecutive courses
Students are required to wear the Mater Academy Physical Education uniform
available for purchase at the school’s store. Uniform Price $18.00

COURSE
NUMBER

GRADE
LEVEL

150110002

6

150111002

7

150112002

8

Individual and Dual Sports I

150241001

10-12

Personal Fitness

150335001

9

0.5

Team Sports I

150130001

9

0.5

COURSE TITLE
M/J Comprehensive
Physical Education 1
M/J Comprehensive
Physical Education 2
M/J Comprehensive
Physical Education 3

Individual and Dual Sports
II
Individual and Dual Sports
III

CREDIT

PREREQUISITES

REQUIREMENTS
P.E. Uniform required
P.E. Uniform required
P.E. Uniform required
P.E. Uniform required
P.E. Uniform required
P.E. Uniform required
P.E. Uniform required

150242001

P.E. Uniform required

150243001

10-12

0.5

Fitness Lifestyle Design

150131001

10-12

0.5

Sports Officiating

150250001

10-12

0.5

Care and Prevention of
Athletic Injuries (Honors)

150249003

10-12

1.0

Weight Training 1

150134001

10-12

0.5

Weight Training 2

150135001

11-12

0.5

Weight Training 3

150136001

12

0.5

General Elective
Courses

In addition to the academic courses offered at Mater Academy, students can take additional
electives in different areas. These general elective courses are available at each level and
students can choose these based on additional interest.

P.E. Uniform required
P.E. Uniform required
Recommended by
Athletic Trainer

Weight Training 1
Weight Training 2

COURSE
NUMBER

GRADE
LEVEL

CREDIT

Debate I

100733001

9-12

1.0

Debate II

100734001

10-12

1.0

Debate I

Debate III

100735001

10-12

1.0

Debate II

Debate IV

100736001

10-12

1.0

Debate III

100630011N

9-12

1.0

COURSE TITLE

Journalism I (Newspaper)

PREREQUISITES

REQUIREMENTS

Journalism I (Yearbook)

100630011Y

9-12

1.0

Journalism II (Newspaper)

100631011N

10-12

1.0

Journalism I (Newspaper)

Journalism II (Yearbook)

100631011Y

10-12

1.0

Journalism I (Yearbook)

100632012N

10-12

1.0

Journalism II (Newspaper)

100632012Y

10-12

1.0

Journalism II (Yearbook)

100633012N

10-12

1.0

100633012Y

10-12

1.0

170050001

10-12

1.0

Journalism III (Newspaper)
Honors
Journalism III (Yearbook)
Honors
Journalism IV (Newspaper)
Honors
Journalism IV (Yearbook)
Honors
Advanced Placement
Capstone Seminar

Journalism III (Newspaper)
Honors
Journalism III (Yearbook)
Honors

**THOSE COURSES THAT CONTAIN AND ASTERISK (*) WHITHIN THE MIDDLE SCHOOL (7TH - 8TH GRADE) WOULD ALLOW
THE STUDENT TO RECEIVE HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT
**ALL MIDDLE SCHOOLS STUDENTS (GRADES 6 – 8TH) ARE MANDATED TO TAKE A PHYSICAL EDUCATION CLASS
**ALL EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS MUST TAKE A CAREER AND RESEARCH COURS

Elective Course Descriptions
Social Studies Electives:
Comprehensive Law Studies Honors: This course provides an in-depth approach to the workings of our
criminal and civil justice systems. Students apply conceptual learnings to simulated and real life problems
and case studies. Opportunities are provided for students to conduct legal research and to participate in
mock trials and community law projects.
AP Art History: The purpose of this course is to give students an advanced understanding of the history,
practice, and enjoyment of art through: perceiving and responding to the qualities of art, valuing art as an
important realm of human experience, knowing about the history of art and its relationship to other processes
and periods, and making and justifying judgements about aesthetic merit and qualities of works of art.
AP Comparative Government and Politics/International Law: The purpose of this course is to help students
gain knowledge of the world's diverse political structures and practices. The course encompasses the study
of the government and politics in Great Britain, France, the Russian Republics, China and an emerging
nation. Emphasis is placed on the general concepts used to
AP Human Geography: Introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have
shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface

Practical Arts Electives:
Grades 6-8:
App Creators: Exposes students to computer science by computationally analyzing and developing
solutions to authentic problems through mobile app development, and will convey the positive impact of the
application of computer science to other disciplines and to society. Students will customize their experience
by choosing a problem that interests them from the areas of health, environment, emergency preparedness,
education, community service, and school culture.
Automation and Robotics: Students trace the history, development, and influence of automation and robotics
as they learn about mechanical systems, energy transfer, machine automation, and computer control
systems. Students use VEX Robotics platform to design, build, and program real-world objects such as
traffic lights, toll booths, and robotic arms.
Business Keyboarding: The purpose of this course is to provide instruction in keyboarding for business
applications. These competencies provide the skills necessary to ensure increased productivity and efficient
utilization of equipment.
Business Keyboarding & Career Planning: The purpose of this course is to assist students in making
informed decisions regarding their future academic and occupational goals and to provide information
regarding careers in the Business, Management, and Administration career cluster. The content includes
but is not limited to instruction in introductory keyboarding, introductory word processing, introductory
electronic presentation, introductory computer hardware, introductory Internet, and soft skills for business
applications.
Computer Science for Innovators and Makers: Allows students to discover computer science concepts and
skills by creating personally relevant, tangible, and shareable projects. Throughout the unit, students will
learn about programming for the physical world by blending hardware design and software development.
They will design and develop a physical computing device, interactive art installation, or wearable, and plan
and develop code for microcontrollers that bring their physical designs to life.

Medical Detectives: Students play the role of real-life medical detectives as they analyze genetic testing
results to diagnose disease and study DNA evidence found at a “crime scene.” They solve medical
mysteries through hands-on projects and labs, investigate how to measure and interpret vital signs, an learn
how the systems of the human body work together to maintain health.
Digital Art and Design: Students explore the fundamental concepts, terminology, techniques, and
applications of digital imaging to create original work. Students produce digital still and/or animated images
through the single or combined use of computers, digital cameras, digital video cameras, scanners, photo
editing software, drawing and painting software, graphic tablets, printers, new media, and emerging
technologies. Through the critique process, students evaluate and respond to their own work and that of
their peers to measure artistic growth. This course incorporates hands-on activities, the use of technology,
and consumption of art materials.

Grades 9-12:
Accounting (Levels 1-3): This course emphasizes double-entry accounting; methods and principles of
recording business transactions; the preparation of various documents used in recording income, expenses,
acquisition of assets, incurrence of liabilities and changes in equity; and the preparation of financial
statements. The use of computers is required.
Business and Entrepreneurial Principles: This course is designed to provide an introduction to business
organization, management, and entrepreneurial principles. Topics include communication skills, various
forms of business ownership and organizational structures, supervisor/management skills, leadership skills,
human resources management activities, business ethics, and cultural diversity.
Business Management and Law: This course is designed to provide an introduction to the legal aspects of
business. Topics include business law concepts, forms of business ownership, insurance awareness,
governmental regulations, management functions, human resources management issues, and career
development. The use of computers is an integral part of this program.
Computer Science Essentials: Students discover the principles of this fast-growing field by focusing on
creativity and an iterative design process as they create their own basic apps using MIT App Inventor.
Creative Photography (Levels 1-4): The purpose of this course is to give students a basic understanding of
photographic imagery. Higher level courses will provide students with an advanced course in photographic
techniques and processes.
Customer Assistant I & II: This course is designed to build upon the experiences and content of the business
technology education core so that a fundamental core of knowledge, skills, and attitudes required for today's
business environment is established.
Digital Information Technology: This course is designed to provide an introduction to information technology
concepts and careers as well as the impact information technology has on the world, people, and industry
and basic web design concepts.
Early Childhood (Levels 1-4): This program offers a sequence of courses that provides coherent and
rigorous content aligned with challenging academic standards The content includes but is not limited to
understanding and demonstration of the following elements of the Early Childhood industry: planning,
management, finance, technical and production skills; underlying principles of technology; labor, community,
health, safety, and environmental issues; and developmentally appropriate practices for children birth
through age eight.

Foundations of Robotics: This course provides students with a foundation in content and skills associated
with robotics and automation, including artificial intelligence, electronics, physics, and principles of
engineering.
Foundations of Web Design: This course is designed to provide students with opportunities to acquire and
apply foundational skills related to web design. In addition, besides the computer skills activities intrinsic to
this computer course, reading, writing and critical thinking activities will be incorporated throughout the
course in order to develop and enhance students’ problem-solving skills.
AP Studio Art: 2-D Design: This advanced placement course is intended to address a very broad
interpretation of two-dimensional (2-D) design issues. This type of design involves purposeful decisionmaking about how to use the elements and principles of art in an integrative way. It is for the advanced
student who wishes to seek AP credit through submitting a portfolio of work for consideration by the College
Board.
AP Computer Science Principles: AP Computer Science Principles offers a multidisciplinary approach to
teaching the underlying principles of computation. The course will introduce students to the creative aspects
of programming, abstractions, algorithms, large data sets, the internetm cybersecurity concerns, and
computing impacts. AP Computer Science Principles also gives students the opportunity to use current
technologies to create computational artifacts for both self-expression and problem solving. Together, these
aspects of the course make up a rigorous and rich curriculum that aims to broaden participation in computer
science.
AP Computer Science A: The purpose of this course is to treat the applications of computing within the
context of programming methodology, algorithms, and data structures. The content should include, but not
be limited to, that which is determined by the advanced placement program.
Television Production (Levels 1-4): The purpose of this program is to prepare students for employment as
television production operators, television broadcast technicians, and video recording engineers.

Performing Arts Electives:
Grades 6-8:
M/J Art/Art Appreciation 1: This course is designed to develop five objectives in the middle school student:
perceptual awareness, manipulative ability, knowledge and sensitivity to the arts, intellectual association,
and the ability to produce artwork.
M/J Art/Art Appreciation 2: The purpose of this course is to provide experience and skill development in
design, composition, techniques, and media.
M/J Band (Levels 1-2): Will offer music instruction in Wind and Percussion instruments which include:
Piccolo, Flute, Oboe, Bassoon, Clarinet, Saxophone, French Horn, Trumpet, Trombone, Baritone, Tuba,
and Percussion instruments. This is structured on a symphonic music curriculum. This course is not
available for students who wish to play guitar, or other string instruments.
M/J Music Ensemble I: The purpose of this course is to develop independence in knowledge of styles and
performance techniques of varied contemporary music and jazz literature.
M/J Chorus (Levels 1-2): The purpose of this course is to provide students opportunities to develop skills in
vocal production, to participate in a musical ensemble, and to develop musicianship skills including reading.

M/J Dance (Levels 1-2): The purpose of this course is to provide students with the opportunities to acquire
knowledge of, and have experiences in, dance movement.
M/J Drama (Levels 1-2): The purpose of this introductory course is to provide an overview of the study and
practice of dramatic arts. The students are encouraged to participate in a variety of informal dramatic
activities. The content should include, but not be limited to, opportunities for self-expression through
individual and group participation in dramatics.
M/J Keyboard (Levels 1-2): The purpose of this course is to provide students with musical experiences on
the keyboard in performance skills and interpretation of simple notation.

Grades 9-12:
Acting (Levels 1-3): Through improvisation, simple scripted scenes, performance projects, and/or practical
application, students learn to identify what makes performances believable and explore the tools used to
create, articulate, and execute them. Upon completion of this course, students have a strong foundation for
future scene work, script analysis, and play production..
Band (Levels 1-4): Will offer music instruction in Wind and Percussion instruments which include: Piccolo,
Flute, Oboe, Bassoon, Clarinet, Saxophone, French Horn, Trumpet, Trombone, Baritone, Tuba, and
Percussion instruments. This is structured on a symphonic music curriculum. This course is not available
for students who wish to play guitar, or other string instruments.
Chorus (Levels 1-4): The purpose of this course is to provide students with experiences in basic vocal
production techniques and part singing.
Dance Choreography/Performance (Levels 1-2): The purpose of this course is to provide talented and skilled
dancers with opportunities to acquire in-depth knowledge of techniques of choreography while continuing
to refine their skills in performing.
Dance Technique (Levels I-2): The purpose of this course is to provide students with opportunities to acquire
knowledge and skill in two or more styles of dance.
Ethnic Dance: The purpose of this course is to provide students with opportunities to explore and develop
techniques in ethnic dance and enhance creativity.
Drama (Levels 1-4): The purpose of this course is to provide experiences in the study and practice of theatre
arts and literature.
Two-Dimensional Studio Art (Levels 1-3): The purpose of this course is to provide students with
opportunities to develop a basic understanding of the artistic expression of ideas through two-dimensional
media.
Eurhythmics (Levels 1-4): The purpose of this course is to provide students with basic instruction in the
application of choreographed movement to music.
Keyboard (Levels 1-4); The purpose of this course is to provide students with introductory experiences
on the keyboard in performance skills and interpretation of simple notation.
Music Theory (Levels 1-2): The purpose of this course is to teach students analysis and application of
musical fundamentals as practiced in the various historical periods.

Portfolio (Levels 1-3): The purpose of this course is to give the students an introduction to the
comprehension and understanding of quality, concentration and breadth of art.
Stagecraft (Levels 1-2): The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the fundamentals of technical
theatre.
Theatrical Direction and Stage Management - STEAM (Levels 1-2): Students learn how to select, organize,
and mount formal and informal staged productions by means of exploring the leadership roles of director
and stage manager. Students focus on the nature and responsibilities of the director and stage manager in
relation to the entire production team; the effect of the director's concept on the overall production;
vocabulary and principles of the various elements of play production; techniques used to create an effective
theatre work; and basic knowledge and application of staging. Public performances may serve as a
culmination of specific instructional goals. Students may be required to attend and/or participate in
rehearsals and performances outside the school day to support, extend, and assess learning in the
classroom. In addition, students participate in District and State Thespian individual events and One Act
Festival. They focus on the full spectrum of a production with emphasis on: set design and engineering,
budget and expenses, costume and make-up design and renderings, stagecraft and production, playwriting
and scene and character analysis.
Voice and Diction: The purpose of this course is to provide students an opportunity to improve their speaking
voice. This is a basic course targeted at the student interested in improving vocal skills and developing
effective voice and speech techniques. This is an upper level drama/theatre course.
Jazz Ensemble (Levels 1-2): The purpose of this course is to provide students with an introduction to styles
and idiomatic performance techniques of representative contemporary popular music and jazz literature.
AP Art-Drawing Portfolio: The purpose of this course is to develop and extend an understanding of styles
and idiomatic performance techniques of representative contemporary popular music and jazz literature.
AP Music Theory: The purpose of this course is to give advanced students the opportunity to develop quality,
concentration, discipline and breadth in drawing. At least two consecutive years of art and strong drawing
and/or design skills are necessary prior to taking this course. Teacher recommendation required.
AP Art History: The purpose of this course is to give students an advanced understanding of the history,
practice, and enjoyment of art through: perceiving and responding to the qualities of art, valuing art as an
important realm of human experience, and knowing about the history of art.

Other Electives
Grades 9-12:
AP Capstone Seminar: In this foundational course, students develop and strengthen analytic and inquiry
skills, exploring two to four relevant issues chosen by the student and/or teacher. During the course,
students complete a team project, an individual paper and presentation, and take a written final exam. The
AP Seminar Exam score is based on all three components and is reported on the standard 1-6 AP scoring
scale.
Debate (Levels 1-4): The purpose of this course is to provide instruction in the fundamentals of
argumentation and problem solving. The content should include, but not be limited to, instruction in logical
thinking, organization of facts, and speaking skills. Students should practice research skills related to debate
topics. They should also participate in frequent debate situations.

Journalism (Newspaper-Levels 1-4): A production class, students design and create the school newspaper
applying skills mastered in the introductory journalism class. Design, Associated Press Writing Style,
photography, teamwork, leadership and time management are integral to the course.
Journalism (Yearbook-Levels 1-4): A production class, students design and create the school yearbook.
Design, Associated Press Writing Style, photography, teamwork, leadership and time management are
integral to the course. Extra time after school and at home, ad and book sales required.

Dual Enrollment Annex
What is Dual Enrollment?
It is a program that allows eligible high school students currently attending accredited Miami Dade
County public or private high schools, or home school to simultaneously enroll in a college course.
The credits that students earn must be used toward both a high school graduation and are acceptable
toward a college Associate or Baccalaureate degree, or Technical Certificate.

What are some of the benefits of Dual Enrollment?
• Enriches the course opportunities for outstanding high school students
• Shortens the time to attain a college degree
• Saves students and parent’s money, as dual enrollment students are exempt from paying
application, registration, tuition, laboratory, and special fees if the class(es) taken are being used
toward high school graduation
• Provides students with college credit that is transferable to a university
• Grades earned through dual enrollment will become part of the students' permanent high school and
college transcripts
Who is eligible for the Dual Enrollment program at Miami Dade?
Students must meet the following criteria:



Have a 3.0 unweighted high school grade point average (GPA)
Achieve a minimum score on a common placement test
ACT

SAT

Test date on or after
10/22/13

Test dates on or after 3/2016

Reading

Reading ≥ 19

≥ 24

≥ 106

Writing

English ≥ 17

≥ 24

≥ 103

19-20

24-26

≥ 114

≥21

≥26.5

123-150
(MAC1105, MGF, STA)

Skill
Area

PERT
Test date on or after 10/22/13

Math






Meet any additional eligibility criteria specified by the postsecondary institution in the Dual
Enrollment Articulation Agreement; and
Cannot be scheduled to graduate prior to the completion of the dual enrollment course.
Permission from the parent/guardian, high school principal, and counselor
An understanding that the amount of work necessary to succeed in dual enrollment courses
will be greater than in high school courses

NOTE: Students must maintain a 3.0 unweighted high school GPA and the minimum
required postsecondary GPA specified in the Dual Enrollment Articulation Agreement for
continued enrollment in college credit dual enrollment courses.

